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woven by Volunteers, Tangata o te Tiriti, Auckland Libraries 2007-2012
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Published on line for easy reading, printing, and photocopying for repeat reading aloud together 

The Creative Commons copyright license used here, allows others to redistribute our work and share it with others as long 
as the Repeat Read Aloud Programme or the Read Aloud Peace Programme is mentioned and the work is not changed 
in any way or used commercially. We like to use the Kete contributions to photocopy to use for group repeat reading aloud.

NB: Please note positioning of the photos is not intended to indicate any relationship to the authorship of the articles.

Also: We hope you will read the words in the Kete with editorial compassion; please graciously allow for the inevitable errors. 
We hope you can capture and enjoy the essential quality of the contributions which have been given freely with a generous heart.
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Kete Theme together

Be absolutely grateful for everything day and night
Appendices The Kete. The Culture of Reading Aloud.  The Language we use in Repeat Reading Aloud.

 1 Be absolutely grateful for everything day and night

2008 Being Full of Gratitude in Waitakere

Dear Journal,
When the Culture Company Reading4U Incorporated advertises in the local papers for Volunteers to help in the 1,2,3 Repeat Read 
Aloud Programme for Adults I am the person you answers the phone calls.
It is a very inspiring job to answer enquiries from people who are asking from many levels of
interest
“Can I be of help to your programme?”
“What do you do that I could be useful?”
“I have all this experience (eg teaching) I would like to share, can I be of assistance?”
“I have time now and would like to give?”
“If I am good enough I would love to help”
The common denominator is that they are all wanting to give from their generosity. 
This is one of the main reasons why the programme is so successful. 
Another important reason for the success of the programme is the genuine enthusiasm and
determination to learn that the Readers bring with them. Their attitude is so infectious that it
inspires the Volunteers to keep coming.
Cecilia Lindsay 
 

3



Gathering Gratitude. Be Proud Read Aloud Kete-Community Journal  Auckland Libraries 2008-2012   www.repeatreadaloud.co.nz      

Term 3, 2008 in Waitakere

With the loyal help of some Volunteers who have worked with the Culture Company Reading4U Incorporated from the beginning, and 
with the fresh input for some Volunteers who commit to us for a term of 7 weeks we were able to share the 1,2,3 Repeat Read Aloud 
for Adults programme for the third term of 2008 in Waitakere Library.

Many of our Readers and many of our Volunteers walk to the library from their homes. This winter we had a lot of rain so walking was 
a wet weather affair! For some who come by bus,  one time at least the bus did not show, so what should have been a short dry trip 
turned into almost an hour walking in the rain. Thank you all participants for your enthusiasm.

One of the Readers talked about how the ability of our senior citizens (we are talking about mid eighties here) to come over and    
over again was enough inspiration for her to motivate her to match those efforts. This term we had the youngest set of Readers join 
us so it was a pleasure to see the programme work through different age barriers. Reading children’s picture books always brings us 
back to the special time in life where everything is remembered as a delight and a joy. Thank you young and not so young for joining 
forces to share in the delights in our lives.

Mandarin is a common language for many of our Readers who come from China or are from Chinese background so it was a great 
occasion to share the celebration of the 2008 Olympic Games, you can read about it in this Kete. Finally we are proud to display the 
beautiful tree we were awarded as a  commendation prize from adult learner’s week
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Term 4, 2008 in Waitakere

GRATITUDE (from Joanne) 

I AM GRATEFUL FOR MY NEW LIFE, 

I AM GREATFUL FOR THE OPPORTUNITY, 

TO BE OF HELP IN THE VOLUNTEERS GROUP,

I THINK THAT GRATITUDE (GREATEFULNESS) IS THE HIGHEST FORM

OF

THOUGHT AND POLITENESS

BEING GREATEFUL IS A HIGH FORM OF HAPPINESS

 

o o O o o
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ONLY YOU CAN TURN YOUR LIFE AROUND

WITH THANKFULNESS (GRATITUDE)

YOU WILL REALISE IT CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE

TREMENDOUSLY

o o O o o

THANK YOU FOR A NEW MORNING WITH ITS LIGHT,

THANK YOU FOR REST AND SHELTER OF THE NIGHT

THANK YOU FOR HEALTH AND FOOD, FOR LOVE AND FRIENDS,

FOR EVERYTHING THY GOODNESS SENDS

o o O o o

IT CAN BE SO EASY TO FORGET TO EXPRESS THE

APPRECIATION WE FEEL FOR THE LITTLE

DAY TO DAY THINGS THAT HAPPEN IN OUR LIVES

AND THE MANY OVERLOOKED GOOD THINGS WE TAKE FOR

GRANTED

o o O o o
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GRATITUDE IS A QUALITY SIMILAR TO ELECTRICITY 

IT MUST BE PRODUCED AND DISCHARGED

AND USED UP

IN ORDER TO EXIST AT ALL 

By William Faulkner

o o O o o 

GRATITUDE IS THE LEAST OF THE VIRTUES, 

BUT INGRATITUDE IS THE WORST FORM OF VICES 

By Thomas Fuller
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Gratitude Reflections (from Pam)

B Bearer

O of

O Outstanding

K knowledge

A book is like a tree

The tree trunk is the spine of the book

The bark is the covering of the book

Tree branches are the diversity of books

The leaves represent the pages of words.

Living trees have the knowledge to change with the seasons

And books provide knowledge and pleasure to read

So we are thankful for the trees that grow

Providing us with their living beauty

Then their ability to enrich our lives 

When they are made into books to provide knowledge and pleasure.
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Gratitude from the Programme Deliverer 2008 in Glen Eden

Term 2 2008 The 1, 2,3 Repeat Read Aloud Programme started in Waitakere Library. Then it
went to Glen Eden Library.

With such a busy schedule offered by the Library our new programme often was challenged
through competition because to start with not enough Readers knew about us or what we did.
Thank you for all those Readers who filled the gaps, partnered with the growing numbers of
Volunteers and helped us to continue. Most of all I want to pay tribute to the stalwarts, kaumatua -
those Volunteers who had the true loyal pioneering spirit and faith in the best humankind can offer,
their photos are on the following pages,

This term has seen us grow and develop into a close-knit group. We have all grown in confidence
and skill and it has been wonderful to observe the rapport develop between Readers and
Volunteers. We are so lucky to have one to one interaction between our Readers and Volunteers
and this has built trust and closeness between us. Often the same Readers and Volunteers have worked together throughout the term
and this has developed into close working relationships which have formed strong bonds and partnerships.

Our Readers have shown great determination, perseverance and eagerness and it is very rewarding to see the enormous strides and
improvement they have made in their reading and communication skills and confidence levels.

Our sessions have been full of humour and comradeship; laughter from our combines rhythm sessions or children’s books, well-being
from the sense of pride and achievement after completing a book or tricky sentence and a sense of self-worth after expressing 
ourselves to the group. 

Our translators, Jing and Teresa have been invaluable in helping to translate the Volunteers’ waving arms and miming actions into 
words and in all of their hard work translating our sessions plans into Korean and Mandarin.

Clare and Cecilia have been our guiding lights and pillars of support throughout the term. They h ave done all of the hard work behind
the scenes and have made this term the success that it has been.

Session one welcomed the new Readers and Volunteers and introduced a NZ identity with a spine-tingling and moving Maori 
welcome. It also introduced the concept of gratitude and positive vibrations to lead to change.

The second session emphasized CCR4U Inc.’s philosophy of ;Thinking like an adult and learning like a child’, and reviewing the steps
of choosing the right book to suit the competency of the Reader’s skill. It was interesting to see how by reading NZ children’s 
literature introduced the Readers to NZ culture, way of life as well as colloquialisms and unique NZ grammar.
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Sessions 3,4, and 5 introduced rhythm and sound games which were great fun and very successful by encouraging everyone to 
participate, relax and gain confidence. Even those of us without any sense of timing or rhythm or those with little English joined in  
and contributed enthusiastically. Through these rhythm games we introduced ourselves, our backgrounds, practised formal 
conversations and experimented with different vibrations and ways of expressing ourselves and our emotions.

Session seven brought lots of laugher as we recited nursery rhymes
and the echoes of ‘five fat sausages’ reverberated around many
households that week!

Session eight took us into the library to find books written in the
Readers’ languages. While we didn’t find all of our represented
languages, we did discover English tuition videos and tapes, picture
dictionaries, different genres of books and ‘books on tape’ all of which
we encouraged to be used and explored. The Readers then
attempted to teach the Volunteers their own home languages which
humbled and defeated us and once again made us appreciate just
how difficult it is to learn another language!

Session nine reinforced the fact that we have valid opinions and we
spike about our reasons for joining CCR4U Inc. Both our Readers
and Volunteers comes from a diverse range of backgrounds and
cultures. We cover a wide range of nationalities and age groups but
our motives for our involvement in CCR4U Inc. were unified and
similar.  We all want to help others in our community and give back something to the community which has given us so much. We 
want to meet and get to know other people and we want to offer our skills as translators and NZ citizens.

Term two has raced by and we are looking forward to term three and meeting new people, renewing  our friendships and relationships
and going from strength to strength in making CCR4U Inc. a great success.

Another Term in Glen Eden 2008

Another thoroughly enjoyable and successful term has raced by. It has been an interesting term with a combination of regular and 
transient Readers.  Our long term Readers who have attended CCR4U Inc. for the past year have excellent attendance but other new
readers attend for a couple of sessions and don’t return.  I think that we need to follow this up and ask them what they were hoping to
gain from CCR4U and how we can fulfil their needs. We had poor attendance at the beginning of the term which could have been due
to bad weather, poor health or traditional first session low attendance (confirmed by Joanne – ESOL Beginners reading and writing 
class).
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All of our Readers have made great strides this term and are reading with increasing skill and confidence.  So much so that a couple 
of Readers have stepped into the Volunteers’ shoes on occasion and performed with aplomb.

Most importantly, our Sessions have been full of fun, laughter and comradeship.  We have a
wonderful group of enthusiastic, committed and dedicated Volunteers and our Readers are keen
and determined to do their best.

As we have a diverse group of nationalities and English comprehension skills, our sessions have
become quite eclectic in order to cater to everyone’s needs.  Consequently we have not always
followed our Sessions plans to the letter and the 1,2,3, Repeat Read Aloud Motto often inspired
the Theme for the day.

The final two Sessions of this term were very special. Session eleven focused on recipes.  Many of the Volunteers and Readers 
brought recipes which they read aloud and explained to the class  and much to our delight, Boris baked
a batch of delicious “ chocolate weetbix fingers”  The recipe for these biscuits came from a 1950’s
Plunket recipe book – a wonderful example of Kiwi tradition and hospitality for our readers! For the final
session, everybody was encouraged to wear the colours of their respective national flags (and yes,
wearing black did count for representing NZ and the All Blacks!).  The table was covered in atlases, a
globe, NZ flag, book of flags and various ethnic dishes prepared for the session theme.  Everyone found
some information on their respective homelands and gave a small presentation to the class.  It was very
interesting and we all learnt a great deal .  Afterwards we tucked into an international feast.  Kim Chi
and “Chap Cha” from Korea, samosas from Pakistan, chicken mince patties from Indonesia, Anzac
biscuits from NZ and to end with a gloriously creamy pavlova from NZ. What a feast and what a special
way to end the term!  We look forward to a spring break and then a new term which starts in October.

Thank-you to the Glen Eden team for your time, dedication, enthusiasm and invaluable contributions
that you have all made to CCR4U this term.  Everyone brings a special skill and touch to the project and
we all gain and grow from it as well as clapping and rhythm activities which help to break the ice and get
everyone relaxed and smiling, we have included repeat read aloud poems and books in our sessions.  The poems have been chosen 
to reflect the particular Session’s motto or message or to encourage expressive reading and vibrations and express attitudes.   At the 
end of each Session, we have emphasized the homework which is designed to encourage confidence, independence and self 
reliance. After our shared poem or book, we have divided up into pairs for one-on-one repeat reading which caters to individual 
reading and comprehensive skills.  Many Volunteers have built up special relationships with individual Readers, guiding them through 
carefully chosen books specific to their reading abilities. These close and consistent working relationships are proving very rewarding 
and successful.  More advanced Readers have discovered abridged classics such as “Tom Jones” and “Lorna Doone” which have 
inspired many Volunteers to re-read these historical novels!  As you can see, CCR4U is reaping rewards for Readers and Volunteers 
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alike and we have all gained so much from the new friendships, skills learned and insight into others’ lives and backgrounds.

Term 4 2008 New Lynn

Term 4 saw us in a new venue – a light spacious meeting room in New Lynn Library.  This new venue is conveniently placed next to 
the bus and train stations and has plentiful parking nearby. New Lynn library staff have welcomed us with smiles and been very 
helpful and accommodating, as have the CAB staff next door. The library is spacious,
well stocked with bilingual and foreign language books and has lovely sofas and
reading areas where the Readers and Volunteers can relax and read before and
during the sessions.  The building also has quiet areas suitable for reading into our
tape recorders which the Readers have found very useful.

Term 4 also saw a new team of Volunteers and Readers.  Unfortunately few
Volunteers and Readers from Glen Eden were able to transfer to New Lynn although
it was wonderful to continue working with Readers Susy and Yalemwork who were
Glen Eden regulars.  So welcome to our new New Lynn Volunteers and Readers – we
have all grown in confidence and skills over the past couple of months.

We were very lucky to have the meeting room for two hour periods each session so had time to thoroughly work on our repeat 
reading until the reading was word perfect and the book fully comprehended.  It also gave us time to chat, have discussions and 
encourage conversation.  Having Tony as a Translator was a wonderful bonus and we really appreciated him translating instructions 
or storylines. The second hour was spent group reading and we had great fun forming teams; each Team reading opposing voices or 
different parts.

The highlight of the term was the final session when cooks brought food that they had prepared from recipes discussed the previous 
session.  We were treated to delicacies from India, China and New Zealand.  What a delicious treat!  Afterwards we had a games 
session dividing up into teams and playing scrabble and mah jongg.  A great success encouraging reading, spelling skills, 
conversation and learning.

Thank-you to all of the Volunteers and Readers for all of your hard work this term.  The more we put into the sessions, the more we 
will get out of them and the more rewarding they will be.  Regular attendance and commitment to CCR4U will also reap greater 
rewards. 
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Full of gratitude in Northcote 2008

The Culture Company Reading4U Incorporated
knew from Waitakere and Glen Eden Libraries that
whether we work with one language group such as
Mandarin, or whether we work with a variety of
cultures, both the Volunteers and the Readers value
the added  richness in their inter communication.
This richness is the stuff that sustainable
communities are made of.

This Community Journal is designed to celebrate
this diversity, to record it and  to share it with others.
Sometimes, as in this first issue, most of the
communication will be through photos. As time goes
on, and experience develops, so will our cooperative
and creative endeavours.

For the Culture Company Reading4U Incorporated, coming into a community for the first time is an adventure, every community is 
different so we do not know what to expect. What we do know from the telephone response for our advertising is that Kiwis have the 
heart to help their neighbours isolated through language and the commitment to put it into action through Volunteering their time to 
the 1,2,3 Programme 1-3 hours/week over a 6 week period.

In Northcote the advertisement in the North Shore Times for Volunteers brought it many beautiful  translators to help us in our goal 
“Think like an adult, learn like a child”. In fact to start with we had more translators than local speakers. Please allow me to express 
our gratitude for their genuine generosity and beautiful empathy for their fellow immigrants.

Cecilia Lindsay  

2009 Northcote 

Dear Journal, today saw the start of a new term.  We spent time reflecting on all the things we have to be grateful for. We are all 
grateful for being given the opportunity to be part of the 123 Repeat Read Aloud group and for what we gain from the interaction 
between the Readers and Volunteers and learning about each others’ cultures.
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Again, a big thank you to  the Northcote Library for providing such a pleasant and safe area for us to meet in and to the 
library staff for their interest in the programme and their willingness to help us wherever they
can, even volunteering their time for the Shared Reading sessions.

A special thank you to our Programme Deliverer and her assistants. We are very grateful for
all the effort they put in to making our reading sessions as interesting and stimulating as they
are.

A contribution from one of our Readers:

I am grateful for my parents giving birth to me.  Although I don’t feel much love from them I
am grateful they have.

I am grateful for my grandparents loving me unconditionally, which somehow made up for the imperfections in my life due to
my lack of love from my parents and gave me the idea what a loving family should be like.

I am grateful for my sister holding the family together.  If it were not because of her my brother would never talk to my 
parents again and I wouldn’t keep in touch with my brother’s family and my parents often. I am also grateful that she's 
always there for me in the lowest and saddest times of my life, comforting me, encouraging me and lifting me up, even 
though she also had her own problems at that time.

I am grateful for all those good things happened to me, especially all those nice people who come into my life and leave 
beautiful footprints on my heart. I still remember the first smile and greeting I got from people walking on the street when I 
first came to New Zealand, alone and lonely.  The kind invitations from people in the church or my clients who I didn’t know 
very well, asking me to have Christmas dinner with them as they didn’t want me to spend Christmas alone. The numerous 
help I got from complete strangers here who spent their precious time and effort trying to make my life here better. All these 
are like sunshine on a cold winter day, which made me feel so nice to be alive.

I am also grateful for all those bad things that happened to me or all these unpleasant people I met, as they helped me to 
be strong and learn how to improve myself and become more appreciative for the good things in my life.

Thank you Volunteers for leading us to concern about environment.
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From the New Lynn Programme Deliverer 2009
Another busy and successful term has flown by. It started with a team building session which reinforced the strengths, skills and 
dedication that Volunteers and Readers bring to the CCR4U. A very special thank you to all the Volunteers who have given up their 
valuable time to help and befriend immigrants to New Zealand. Each and every Volunteer has brought insight, friendship, support and
individual strengths to the Team –THANK YOU! 
 
Many good ideas were discussed and exchanged during the team building and the aim of this term was to encourage confidence in 
speaking and conversation. The Readers who stand out and make the most progress are those who speak out and have more 
confidence. 
 
We had many highlights and special events this term with an historical walk and a visit and talk from members of the NZ police force. 
Our first highlight was taking part in “Library Week 2009” when we joined a local historian on a guided tour of New Lynn and learnt all 
about the once-great West Auckland clay industry. A fascinating morning and we learnt a great deal about local history as well as 
discovering some hidden beauty spots. After our walk, we enjoyed a welcome cup of tea and biscuits with our guide and the other 
walkers. I was very impressed to see a few of our Readers chatting to her and it was a wonderful opportunity to mix and socialize with
the local community. The following session was spent devouring books and articles on old West Auckland and learning the history 
about our local suburbs and pioneers. The historical walk resulted in a lot of fantastic and impressive homework, essays, short notes 
and a newspaper article in the “Oriental Times”. Wow! 
 
Another highlight was a “repeat-reading” story written and illustrated by our own Volunteer. “Linda and the Pavlova” was a delightful 
story about Jenny and Linda, a Reader, meeting at the bus stop and Linda‟s attempt to bake a pavlova. The story incorporated 
conversation, shopping, a recipe and cooking instructions, expression, friendship and humour. We all took pride in reading this very 
special story and a very special thank you to the Volunteer for writing it for us. 
 
The third special event and highlight was a visit and talk from Senior Sergeant and a co worker of the New Zealand Police. The 
Sergeant introduced himself in mandarin and gave an engaging and informative talk. He told us all about the police force and we 
examined his badges, handcuffs, baton and stab-resistant vest. He told us about making emergency 111 calls and stressing how 
important it was to state our language of preference when asking for the service we wanted. For example saying “mandarin, police” 
would enable a Mandarin speaker or translator to assist with the call. We practiced making 111 calls remembering to speak slowly 
and clearly. We also learnt about what happens behind the scenes when we make emergency calls and what to do if we are robbed 
and how to protect ourselves at home and in public. There was much animated discussion as we discussed violence, making *555 
calls for road and traffic safety, and other legal and police matters. We all learnt a great deal and it was such an informative and 
interesting morning that we would love to repeat it again. After the talk, we invited the police to join us for our shared lunch. 
 
Our shared lunch is always a highlight of the term and once again, the table groaned with delicious Chinese delicacies, Indian spices,
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Eritrean dishes and Samoan fare as well as Kiwi favourites – Anzac biscuits, pavlova, ginger crunch, scones and muffins. What a 
feast we had! We received many recipes to accompany these wonderful dishes so we can share them with our families at 
home. 
 
Once again, I would like to thank everybody for their invaluable help with translation and interpretation. Their assistance enables the 
sessions to run smoothly and efficiently and makes all the difference to the Readers‟ enjoyment and comprehension. 
 

A highly successful and educational term. Volunteers and Readers alike learnt a great deal and we look forward to a well earned 
break before starting a new exciting Term.

Quoting our Readers 
“Since I took part in this programme I feel confident to speak English. I like the way of study and hope we need more conversation. 
 

“I am grateful to the Reading Volunteers. I am absolutely grateful for people who help me reading aloud”.

New Lynn Term 4 2009

From the Programme Deliverer
Another very successful and fun-filled term. Many new Readers as well as a few Readers from the previous term and of course 
the team of dedicated and talented Volunteers who have worked together to make CCR4U a success. Friendships have been forged 
and trust between communities built. Our goal of teaching English through reading as well as encouraging confidence to speak 
English and be part of the NZ community has been successful. Tow of our past Readers have gone onto do courses at Unitec and 
another has started volunteer work in another field. Over the Term, I have watched the Readers grow in confidence and skill. Our 
Library environment is one that offers security, privacy and a safe place in which to feel comfortable enough to make mistakes and 
speak freely. It is a friendly and informal environment where everyone feels included and nurtured. This in large part thanks to the 
warm and caring skill in which the Volunteers interact with the Readers offering them a non-threatening learning and social place of 
welcome.

We have covered a wide range of topics this Term most of which have tied in with each sessions' reading. Other activities have arisen
out of ideas inspired by a Reader's or Volunteer's interests or comments. Our Tai Chi demonstration and session on learning Te Reo 
are examples of this. One of our Readers brought her Tai Chi teacher to the class and after our one-one-one reading they played 
beautiful Chinese music and gave us an inspirations Tai Chi demonstration. Afterwards we all tried to follow the graceful Tai Chi 
gestures and movements. Unfortunately I discovered that not only am I totally uncoordinated but have no sense of balance 
whatsoever! Despite my poor efforts and some impressive Tai Chi moves by the other Volunteers, we had a fun morning and gained 
an insight into the sense of harmony that Tai Chi offers.

Another Session saw us all learning Te Reo and NZ history highlights. This was inspired by one of the Reader's interest and 
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knowledge of NZ example of repeat reading and we are all now well versed in Maori greetings and a few basic words. We also had 
great fun working out the meaning of Maori place names. For example: Aotearoa = lang white cloud: ao- cloud, tea = white, roa – 
long. Rotoiti = lake: roto = lake and iti= small.

All of our group Sessions focused on repeat reading leading to conversation, role play and social interaction all of which aimed to 
inspire confidence and language skills. We played introduction and “getting to know you games” , we “visited” the doctor and learned 
how to give directions. We had a tortuous session on tongue twisters, how the Volunteers and Readers both suffered! But it was a 
perfect way to encourage pronunciation and afterwards speaking plain English was easy!
The term flew by and in fact seemed very short but this was partly due to one Monday being a public holiday and another Monday 
Session being cancelled due to our room being previously booked. After a welcome break and opportunity to recharge our batteries 
we will be eager to begin again on 9th February 2010.

Northcote 2009

Dear Journal
Gratitude was the keynote for today’s session and there is much that we are all 
grateful for.
I am thankful for

• the library which supplies us with many resources to study.
• the beautiful flowers and stunning ocean.
• the reading programme. It gives us the chance to improve our  pronunciation skills.
• all the Volunteers who work hard. They are very nice people and very helpful.
• Culture Company Reading 4 U. It gives me an opportunity to learn English. 
• the programme Volunteers. They help me reading books and correcting my pronunciation.

Contributions from our Readers: 
“My teacher is a Volunteer in Northcote Library. She also is my special English teacher. She is very friendly and patient. If I don‟t 
understand the meaning of a word she draws me a picture or uses another word that I know. 
I often repeat the motto „Think like an adult, learn like a child.‟ I think it is a real good way to learn reading and speaking. I like one on 
one with her which is an easy and fast way of learning English. In the special class I learned a lot of new things, for example, how to 
clean up the environment and buy a nice house. 

I enjoyed studying English in the library class. Thank you all Volunteers.”

Gratitude 
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I come from China. I like it here very much. The mountains and rivers, flowers, plants and trees are very beautiful. I am very glad to 
learn here. I am really very grateful to you.  I am very grateful to have a wonderful birthday every year with my family. I am very 
grateful to have the skills to cook.

2009 Massey

An opportunity to give … Choosing to become a Reading Volunteer is a privilege…to learn…about life, relationships and living. 
 
I chose to join a group of Volunteer Readers at a local library. In this group, we partner up with a man or woman willing to learn to 
read…in a foreign language…foreign to them, because this language, English is not their native tongue. 
 
I applaud their courage, their willingness to learn, their enthusiasm for our language, English, and their ready willingness to share 
aspects of their own culture with us. 
 
This Volunteer -Reader / Language Learning Reader relationship offers the chance to learn about a new culture and by being willing 
to give of your time, your life is enriched many fold. 
 
This is heart wealth, a richness of the spirit…true service, an interchange on an international scale. 
 
I heartily recommend volunteer reading in the library, to foster cultural relationships, to read at a level you may not have enjoyed for 
many years, taking a real delight in the fun of sharing words on a page, which come to life when you find time to give…of yourself. 
 

And, after all, isn't sharing with others in our community what makes community? … People are our greatest resource…and, to serve 
others with an open heart is our true mission.
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We are proud to acknowledge with triple thanks the many cooperating working hands:-

1. Our Libraries: with their warm space, helpful staff and wonderful range of quality books. Special thanks to all the Library staff that 
enable our programme to run smoothly.

2. The Volunteer Readers: with their precious time and open spirit offering one-to-one intensive tutoring and care, opening their hearts to 
learning about other cultures  & the Language Learning Readers: with their enthusiasm to embrace the English and other languages 
and the unique culture of Aotearoa - New Zealand.

3. Funders, Supporters & Sponsors: with their cooperation and generosity:

With the funds to print

• The Kete - Community Journal we like to print every term
• Manuals and workbooks for the Library, the Volunteer Readers and Language Learning Readers
• Training material for the Programme Deliverers, the Teams of  Volunteers & the Kaiawhina that make the programme happen
• All other printed supporting material that we produce and photocopy such as attendance sheets, read aloud sheets, training 

documents, information sheets etc.

More funding allows us to set up in more libraries with name badges, cameras, audio equipment and library bags AND room rental where 
there is no library space for us to work in. 
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The Be Proud, Read Aloud Programmes

   

The Be Proud, Read Aloud Kete - Community Journal 

For four terms (of seven weeks) in a year, a small team of up to twenty adults come together for a few hours in a library to 
repeat read aloud together. To celebrate this community Volunteer Readers and Language Learning Readers  get the 
opportunity to contribute to a Kete - Community Journal which through photos, reflections,  recipes, comments and stories, 
pass on in some small way the cultural learning and cultural pleasure that takes place during this special term time. The

Kete contributions are triggered at the beginning of each Session by repeat reading aloud together one of the twelve Kete 
Themes. This Kete - Community Journal gives the participants of the 1,2,3 programme a platform to express their initiative, 
offer their opinion or leave a memento behind of their work. It also gives us a resource to photocopy for repeat reading aloud 
as a group without infringing copyright law.

The Culture of repeat reading aloud – ABC, 1,2,3
Culture is a way of doing things.

Culture of working together 
Reading aloud together, one-on-one or in a group, facilitates inter-cultural communication. Having a Team allows Volunteers 
to work on the project of repeat reading aloud together which is 1. Easy. 2. Fun. 3. Lots of reading.

Culture of reading aloud
By combining computer literacy, cultural literacy, communication - language literacy and community literacy, we can create a
culture that allows us to fill an on-line Kete - Community Journal to print or  to publish on www.repeatreadaloud.co.nz. 
Reading aloud is one way to combine using computer technology, with traditional oral knowledge and with written words. 
When we bring cultures together, when we combine the written and the oral, the oral and the written, we can recycle old 
stories and create new stories. Stories bind people together.
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Culture of recycling books
We encourages a culture of treasuring books, especially the quality books collected by libraries. Libraries are a wonderful way
of recycling books. Books are like our cultural 'baskets'. Books are written by connoisseurs of language, our authors. The 
authors of books are like language teachers ready and waiting to be read. Reading lots of books reinforces language learning.

Culture of recycling Kete Themes
The second of the Kete Themes we repeat read aloud together is  "People from every walk of life need to join hands and work
on cleaning up the environment. We need to establish a society whose foundation recycling.." We can recycle words through 
repeat reading aloud. The twelve Kete Themes encourage recycling words through cooperative language learning. With so 
many languages in the world moving from their place of origin the Kete Themes encourage us to help each other as adults 
even though we are still learning like children. Recycling library resources in this new way of the 1,2,3 Repeat Read Aloud 
Programme for Adults scaffolds multi-literacy (communication literacy literacy, computer literacy, community literacy) 
even when we are limited by other material restraints.

Culture of recycling Volunteer Readers  - Accessing & Building Community
To read aloud we can use audio books but values the most the word spoken through a living person –  Volunteer Readers! To 
recycle Volunteers three Kete-folders have been compiled to help you to manage a Team of Volunteer Readers working with 
Language Learning Readers. The ABC of reading aloud helps all to Access & Build Community.

1. A folder-kete of Library Manuals, published on-line, explain (translate) the way we repeat read aloud in different 
languages so that the Language Learning Readers can "Think Like an Adult. Learn Like a Child". 

2. A folder-kete Term Kit holds papers (1-10) which helps Language Learning Readers and Volunteer Readers to 
organise a group for a term. The Term Kit gives the Team the flexibility to re-set up from the beginning each term, 
taking up tasks or roles to suit the Team at that time for the time. Every term the Kit is made anew, and every term the 
Team starts afresh.

3. A folder-kete holds a selection of pages chosen and photocopied as suits the group from previous Kete Community 
Journals so that the group can easily read aloud together and learn from other groups.

Let the true worth of everyone shine throughout the world
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Project Plan flow chart Term Kit 
1-10

  

Read Aloud ProjectsRead Aloud Projects

       

Repeat Reading Aloud - 1,2,3   ABC  Accessing & Building Community      
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                   About the language we use to describe adults repeat read aloud together 

                    We do not teach we read together (we learn from each other)

Adults repeat reading aloud together is essentially a community project. We can repeat read aloud even when we cannot speak the same 
language! Repeating after someone can be easy. Reading aloud to someone is easy.

For this reason we are very careful about the language we use to describe what we do. For example we do not teach, we read. Because 
the basic skills we use are repeating and reading /speaking we can open up our people resources to more people than what we could 
provide if we were looking only for teachers.

          Volunteer Readers & Language Learning Readers coming together to learn from each other

So you can see that the 1,2,3 Programme brings Volunteer Readers & Language Learning Readers together, we do not call them 
teachers and students because we are all learning about each other and our cultures in this shared reading process.

Learning is a dynamic vibrant activity. To keep learning as adults is like prolonging our time as children when learning was fun and 
effortless. As children we may have played by ourselves but more often than not we came together to play. Coming together in our 
differences is unpredictable and exciting. When we repeat read aloud together the Volunteer Readers enjoy learning about people from 
another culture just as much as the Language Learning Readers like reading the books.

By working together we can ABC: Access and Build Community, 1,2,3: have fun, be relaxed & learn lots

Through books, through library we can access and build community, sustainable communities. Sustainability is about setting up a 
continuous process of growth and learning. Sustainability means something that we can continue doing at no extra cost. Sustainability 
means for us being able to use the resources we already have in a more productive way. By bringing people together to share reading we 
can make better use of our library resources. By bringing people into the community through the library we can build our community 
even when we are strangers. Through repeat reading aloud together in the structured way we promote, people can come together in a 
constructive way to come to understand each other and build better community relationships.  

Multi-literacy

Let's all improve our cultural literacy, our communication literacy, our community literacy and our computer literacy.               
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