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Read Aloud Kete
How to use words to weave a Kete

Community Journal

www.repeatreadaloud.co.nz
Published on line for easy reading, printing, and photocopying for repeat reading aloud together
The Creative Commons copyright license is used here to encourage others to share our work and words with others as long as the
Repeat Read Aloud Programme is mentioned and the work is not changed in any way or used commercially. Read Aloud
Programmes can use these Kete to photocopy to use for group repeat reading aloud. Otherwise all intellectual property remains with
NZCC Ltd Copyright © 2008 New Zealand Culture Company Limited.
NB: Please note positioning of the photos is not intended to indicate any relationship to the authorship of the articles.
Also: We hope you will read the words in the Kete with editorial compassion; please graciously allow for the inevitable errors. We hope you can
capture and enjoy the essential quality of the contributions which have been given freely with a generous heart.
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Contents: kete themes

Kiwis working together
1 Be absolutely grateful for everything day and night
2 People from every walk of life need to join hands and work on cleaning up the environment. We need to establish a
society whose foundation is recycling (repeating)
3 A day begins with greetings. By exchanging greetings we can go through each day cheerfully
4 It’s a challenge to train ourselves. Cultivate self-reliance
5 Words have power to express a person’s innermost attitude
6 The way you project words has tremendous power to change not only your own destiny but also the destiny of others
7 “Do your best” is a golden rule to cherish
8 People with various personalities and characteristics co-exist in the world
9 Everyone has a valid opinion
10 Learning is a gradual step-by-step process
11 Be the first to make efforts, if you wait for others then progress will be more difficult
12 Whether your journey in life is fortunate or unfortunate is greatly determined by the way you use words
Appendices

Acknowledgements. The Kete – Community Journal. The Project Plan. The Language we use in Repeat Reading.
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Be absolutely grateful for everything day and night

Grateful to weave Kete-Community Journals with words
Repeat Read Aloud Programmes are grateful to pay respect to the Kete which means: wickerwork /
a basket that holds fast”. The conceptual essence of a Kete then is to hold together, a basket that carries.
These Read Aloud Kete-Community Journal are woven together by words, it carries our words. Just as a
Maori Kete is woven with harakeke, so a Kete-Community Journal is woven with words and hold them
fast by using a photo of a flax Kete that can be carried by computer. Just as Tear-drop flax which has
been widely distributed throughout the world as economic fibre and ornamental plants, Read Aloud
projects hope that their Kete-Community Journal will travel the world to hold fast the cultures and
traditions of the peoples sharing the land where life flourishes. Join Joy-In.

Grateful where we come from in Aotearoa-nz
We can be so grateful for the natural and unique flora and fauna endemic to our own lands. Not only do
they make us who we are but they give us something to offer the rest of world from our own little patch.
In 1803 the naturalist Jacques Labillardiere gave the scientific name to the plant Maori called harakeke,
phormium tenax. Phormium means “basket” or “wickerwork”, and tenax means “to hold fast”, or
“tenacious”. In Aotearoa-nz Maori weave kete from the indigenous harakeke and wharariki. Now
Aotearoa-nz flax can now found all around the world, both as economic fibre and as ornamental plants.

Grateful for what we have in harakeke Aotearoa-nz flax.
Harakeke, Aotearoa-nz flax produces tough long leaf fibres. These long leaf fibres that the ground has
grown naturally, that nature has given to us for no cost, have played an important role in the culture,
history and the economy of Aotearoa-nz.
The Maori made sweeteners, garments, strings, lines, cordage to bind together canoes, river rafts,
buckets, bird snares, sandals, food and other baskets, cooking utensils, plates, toys, mats, torches, lights
and fishing nets from harakeke. Historically the quality of the rope material was valued in the international
shipping trade. Oil from Aotearoa-nz flax seed has high levels of omega-3 and other medicinal properties
Maori have treasured throughout time.
Since colonial times the fibre from Phormium tenax has been used for paper making. The on-line Kete
- Community Journal by using the flax kete photo takes us from paper to computer to record and repeat our words.
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People from every walk of life need to join hands and work on cleaning up the environment. We need to establish a
society whose foundation is recycling (repeating)

Every walk of life sharing life on a flax bush
Harakeke as one of Aotearoa-nz's oldest plant species is often called flax, but really harakeke is a lily.
What we call flax bushes support large communities of wildlife, providing shelter and food for many.
Tui, bellbirds, saddlebacks, short tailed bats, geckos and several types of insects enjoy nectar from the
flax flower. Flax snail, a rare land snail living only in the Far North of Aotearoa-nz, often shelter under
flax bushes. These snails don't eat any part of the flax, instead they munch on fallen leaves from the
broadleaf trees. Many fascinating insects will go through their complete life cycle on a flax plant without
causing any harm to this plant. Nature recycles naturally, making good use of everything, sharing
resources for the benefit of the whole community. Read Aloud Programmes join in the joy and follow
nature's example sharing and repeating words for the benefit of the whole community.

Using traditional wisdom for harvesting
No fibre plant was more important to Maori than harakeke. Each settlement typically had a
harakeke/flax plantation. Different varieties were specially grown for their strength, softness, colour
and fibre content. Traditionally when harakeke leaves were removed from the plant, only the older
leaves on the outside were taken. It is believed the three inner layers of the plant represent a family.
The outer layer represents grandparents, the inner layer with the new shoots represent the child, so
they are left undisturbed to be protected by the next inner layer of leaves – the parents.

Thank you for kete
Kete, Maori word for basket, are a craft made the world over, especially before the introduction of plastic bags. Unlike plastic bags
Kete do not pollute the environment, do not fill up landfills that will not be able to grow soil for our children's children. In New Zealand
Kete are handwoven out of flax and other wonderful things nature gives us in abundance to recycle. Read Aloud Programmes repeat
and recycle words in the Kete-Community Journal. We are proud to repeat words from authors public libraries chose to shelve, in the
1,2,3 Repeat Read Aloud Programme for Adults. Volunteer Readers working together, joining hands, with Language Learning
Readers make better use of our public library facilities. In Waitakere Auckland, the Culture Company Reading4U Incorporated has
enjoyed a Partnering Agreement with Waitakere Libraries and Information Services where we cooperated and collaborated in order to
establish a stronger foundation to access and build stronger communities, reinforcing language literacy, cultural literacy, computer
literacy and community literacy.
The Kete-Community Journal published on-line by shows off the outcomes of our work of recycling words in libraries.
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A day begins with greetings. By exchanging greetings we can go through each day cheerfully

Beautiful greetings given by the owner of the kete woven from harakeke
The Kete-Community Journal greets you to fill it. The Kete-Community Journal woven with words isn't
made to be empty, to be hung up as a decoration. The Kete-Community Journal made with
words, needs your words to fill it. The words may make up a story, may relate an opinion, may pass on
a recipe! There are many many ways words travel.
Just as the photo shows “Look at my kete! I was given this as a present. I am proud to show it off.
The kete was given to me and I want to 'give' it to you.” The Kete-Community Journal woven with words
wants to carry your words in the Kete to put our cultures on show.
From this special Kete-Community Journal please accept this greeting, this welcome to you.
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It’s a challenge to train ourselves. Cultivate self-reliance

Training ourselves to be self reliant
A Kete-Community Journal is much more satisfying for the
team which 'made' it if people from the team can actually put
the Kete-Community Journal together. This means they can
decide where the articles go, which photos should go with
which articles and other important decisions. In this way the
Kete-Community Journal becomes much more personal.
To make a Kete with words you need
• a computer and open source software (free)
• a Kete template, formatting house styles
• a relationship with IT's Accessible Trust, (please email
info@repeatreadaloud.co.nz) who maintain
www.repeatreadaloud.co.nz with the motivation and efforts of severely physically impaired Volunteers working from their
wheelchairs or homes
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Words have the power to express a person's innermost attitude

Kete: gathering and holding words that express the innermost attitude in the people of our culture/s
We have used a photo of a kete woven with harakeke on the cover of the Kete-Community Journal it publishes every team every
term. The kete, woven with harakeke, was gift made by a great aunt, belongs to Ngahuia. We learn how to use words through the
sharing of Language Learning Readers and the words of
its Volunteer Readers who together 'weave' the on-line
Kete-Community Journal..
As anybody can see if they look at a Kete it is a basket.
A basket can be beautiful as our one is, especially when
it is hand crafted, it is a joy to look at it, to touch it and to
feel it.
Baskets are also very useful, we can carry things around
in them, we can use them for storage, we can show them
off when we are walking or when we keep them on a
shelf at home.
When we use a Kete we are also appreciating that it has
been given to us to use, that the person who made it
wanted us to use it, to enjoy it and make our life easier
and happier.
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The way you project words has tremendous power to change not only your own destiny but also the destiny of others

Kete-Community Journal Etiquette
The way we project words has tremendous power to change no only our own destiny
but also the destiny of others.
The 1,2,3 Repeat Read Aloud Programme for Adults shares cultural experiences
in their groups. Because they give so much pleasure the NZCC in cooperation with IT's
Accessible Trust can publish them on-line as a Kete -CommunityJournal
www.repeatreadaloud.co.nz.
Each library kindly prints their own group's Kete-Community Journal.
To protect privacy, to encourage unfettered opinion, to save embarrassment of
undeveloped English grammar, for many such reasons we usually take out the names
of anybody mentioned including the author of the article.
NZCC have also applied the Creative Commons copyright which disallows the use of its
articles for money. The intention of the Kete-Community Journal is to bring cultures
together, to support understanding, to build community and to expect computer literacy
by inspiring participants to keep up with us by looking us up on-line.

8

9

How to use words to weave a Kete - Community Journal to give to IT'S Accessible Trust to publish on www.repeatreadaloud.co.nz Join Joy-In

7

“Do your best” is a golden rule to cherish

Do your best!
To publish a Read Aloud Kete woven with words many things are needed. Sometimes a team
has the people who can manage to do all the things, sometimes a team can do only some
of the things. IT's Accessible Trust and volunteers are there to support you. The important thing
to do your best.
Making a Kete-Community Journal woven with words some of the things you need are:
1. a group of people with at least two different cultures
2. the themes of the Kete-Community Journal to repeat read aloud together to start the
session. You can have these on little slips of paper, on one big piece of paper for
everybody to see or read them from the Library Manual
3. a camera to take photos: one-on-one photos working/reading together,
group photos.
4. contributions from the Volunteer Readers and contributions from the
Language Learning Readers
5. a plastic folder with a Kete photo (see photo) to collect the contributions
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People with various personalities and characteristics co-exist in the world

The Kete-Community Journal is published on-line by IT's
Accessible Trust for the purpose of giving a place, a space,
a basket to collect the positive words of people living
together.
Together whatever our characteristics, with all our various
personalities, we live on the same earth,. Seen from outer
space we all live on the globe we call planet earth.
Wherever we come from, whoever we are, whatever we
believe, the world has one and only one origin, humankind
has one and only one origin.
Even without understanding one another it is still possible
to co-exist in harmony, just as grass, trees, flowers and
other plants are able to live together in harmony as well
as being inhabited by all sorts of life forms.
What participants in the Repeat Read Aloud Programme tell
us all the time, is that they enjoy meeting people who are
different. Working together with people who do not react the
way we expect them to, who speak different languages to
us, who want to learn from us, satisfies a deep need in us
to learn more. Knowing that we don't know is somehow deeply satisfying, it broadens our horizons.
Maybe the Kete gives us this good place to start: understanding more, that we don't know as much as we thought we knew.
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Everyone has a valid opinion

Opinions weaving the Kete-Community Journal
The pattern of the Kete-Community Journal has been woven together with words given by many
people.
In May 2008 when Waitakere published the first Community Journal in hard copy there were two
baskets on the cover representing two cultures reading one-on-one.
At a workshop on project planning, the presenter of the
workshop, a Pakeha, made the comment that Maori
passed on the tradition that three baskets of knowledge were given. So in Term 3 2009
the Culture Company Reading4U Waitakere Kete-Community Journal showed three
baskets.
By 2010 a web page was developed by www.repeatreadaloud.co.nz with the
volunteering services of the web-master Dean Brennan. It was Dean, an Englishman married to a
Polynesian who expressed the valid opinion “What are you doing with a comic strip kete? You need a real
one!” CCR4U at the time were working in Ranui where Ngahuia Hawke was living. She was approached and offered us to photograph
the kete which had been made by her aunt for the birth of her daughter.
We can be grateful for the valid opinions offered by people interested in our
project of bringing cultures together through repeat reading aloud. It is
because of the input of their informed opinions our programme has been
strengthened.
Dean went on to form IT's Accessible Trust to motivate and enable the
severely physically impaired like himself (quadriplegic) to give to the
community from their own homes. Communities can connect on-line, over countries, through space, thanks to IT: Information
Technology.
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Learning is a gradual step-by-step process

Step by step these weavers have become masters of the craft of weaving
Thank you to the weavers passing on their craft to us. Learning a craft,
like learning a language or a culture is a step-by-step process.
Not only are they learning, they leave beautiful artefacts for us to use
and treasure. They pave the way for future generations to have hope,
to have the inspiration to follow in their
footsteps.
We are grateful that they have shared with
us a Kete to carry the wisdom of heaven and
earth, the weaving together of different
cultures, different colours, different
patterns to keep marching forward, without
losing the lessons of the past, step by step
into the future.
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Be the first to make efforts, if you wait for others then progress will be more difficult

Raranga about weaving
Raranga (Weaving) can apply to most aspects of life, it is about the weaving of not just
of the harakeke, flax, but of lives.
To weave you need to have the knowledge that has been passed on. You need to know
the tikanga, laws, to abide by to ensure that raranga is kept alive. For example to gather
the harakeke, flax, you need to first acknowledge the life of the harakeke by saying a
karakia, prayer, to God and thank the plant. Then you need to make sure that when
cutting the harakeke that you do not cut certain parts of the plant, as they represent a
family. This is also about allowing the plant to keep growing by not taking too much,
taking just what you need. Once you have gathered the harakeke it can be made into
useful tools like kete, basket. A kete can carry not just materials but knowledge as to
represent the weave of life!
Just as you go along in life you collect knowledge, experiences and information etc. and
put them into your kete of life as you do in raranga!
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Whether your journey in life is fortunate or unfortunate is greatly determined by the way you use words

The following waiata was written in Ranui especially for the Partnering Agreement between CCR4U and Waitkere City C ouncil to
honour the work of CCR4U and its kaupapa of bringing cultures together through repeat reading aloud. Ngahuia Hawke wrote this
song and sung it beautifully for us at the beginning of the Partnering Agreement Ceremony. To commemorate it we offer it here in
Maori. English, Chinese, Japanese to represent some of the languages that attended the event. Ngahuia is the mother of little
Ngahuia the owner of the Kete woven with harakeke.

Kei a koe, Te Atua
Kei a koe, Te Atua
Kei a koe, Te Ara
Kei a koe, Te Tikanga
Kei a koe, Te Taumata
Mihi aroha ki a koe, mo tou Aroha tou Mataurang me tou
Manaakitanga ki koutou katoa
Ko tenei kaupapa o te Atua i te Akona i te reo me ona tikanga
Kei a koe, Te Atua
Kei a koe, Te Ara
Kei a koe, Te Tikanga
Kei a koe, Te Taumata

你就是至高的上帝
你就是至高的上帝
你就是道路
你就是法律
你就是全人类的统治者
这是表达我们对你的爱，你的爱宽容和关顾了我们。
这是上帝的安排让我们学习语言，法律和文化。
你就是至高的上帝
你就是道路
你就是法律
你就是全人类的统治者

最高の神
最高の神
掟
私たちすべての頂上 つまり全ての人間の頂点
愛のメッセージ あなたの愛のために
私たち全てを思いやり見守るために
計画は神の言葉と掟
文化を学ぶこと
掟
私たちすべての頂上
全ての人間の頂点
You Are The Supreme God
You are The Supreme God
You are the Path
You are the Law
You are the Summit for us all or the Pinnacle for all humans
This is a message of love to you, for your love, understanding and
for looking after us all
This plan is of God to learn the language and its laws or cultures
You are The Supreme God
You are the Path
You are the Law
You are the Summit for us all or the Pinnacle for all humans
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We are proud to acknowledge with triple thanks the many cooperating working hands:1. Our Libraries: with their warm space, helpful staff and wonderful range of quality books. Special thanks for the Multicultural Services
Advisor, library managers and staff from top to bottom that enable our programme to run smoothly.
2. The Volunteer Readers: with their precious time and open spirit offering one-to-one intensive tutoring and care, opening their hearts to
learning about other cultures & Language Learning Readers: with their enthusiasm to embrace the English language and New
Zealand culture.
3. Our Funders: with their cooperation and generosity: including Community Organisation Grants Scheme (COGS); McKenzie Trust; The
Charitable Trusts, Massey Matters (Waitakere City).
With the funds to print
•
•
•

The Kete-Community Journal we print every term
Manuals and workbooks for the Library, the Volunteer Readers and Language Learners
All other printed supporting material that we produce and photocopy such as attendance sheets, read aloud sheets, training
documents, information sheets etc

More funding allows us to set up a new library with name badges, cameras, audio equipment and library bag AND room rental where there
is no library space for us to work in.
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Kete - Community Journal

For four terms (of seven weeks) in a year, a small team of up to twenty adults come together for a few hours in a library to
repeat read aloud together. To celebrate this community Read Aloud Programmes offer the Volunteers Readers and Language
Learning Readers the opportunity to contribute to the Read Aloud Kete - Community Journal which through photos,
reflections, recipes, comments and stories pass on in some small way the cultural learning and cultural pleasure that takes
place during this special term time. The Kete contributions are triggered at the beginning of each Session by repeat reading
aloud together one of the twelve themes. This Kete - Community Journal gives the participants of the ABC 1,2,3 programme
a platform to express their initiative, offer their opinion or leave a memento behind of their work. It also gives us a resource
to photocopy for repeat reading aloud as a group without infringing copyright law.
Culture

Culture is a way of doing things. Join Joy-In
Culture of working together

The Read Aloud Programmes facilitate inter-cultural communication by bringing a team together to work on the project of
repeat reading aloud one-on-one and in a group.
Culture of reading aloud

Sharing a book to read aloud brings cultures together. By combining computer literacy, communication - language literacy
and community literacy, these programmes can create a culture that allows us to fill the on-line Kete-Community Journal
which publishes the outcomes of working together with the help of IT's Accessible Trust. Reading aloud is one way to
combine our traditional oral knowledge with written words. When we bring cultures together, when we combine the written
and the oral, the oral and the written, we can recycle old stories and create new stories.
Culture of recycling books
Read Aloud Programmes encourage a culture of treasuring books, especially the quality books collected by libraries. Libraries

are a wonderful way of recycling books which are like our cultural 'baskets'. Books are written by connoisseurs of language,
authors. The authors of books are like language teachers ready and waiting to be read. NZCC promotes reading lots of books
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to reinforce language learning.
Culture of recycling Kete themes

The second of the Kete-Community Journal themes we repeat read aloud together is
"People from every walk of life need to join hands and work on cleaning up the environment. We need to establish a society
whose foundation recycling.." Read Aloud Programmes recycle words through repeat reading aloud. From its these
programmes have recycled twelve Kete -Community Journal themes that encourage recycling words through language
learning by cooperation. With so many languages in the world moving from their place of origin the Kete themes encourage
us to help each other as adults even though we are still learning like children. Recycling library resources in this new way of
the 1,2,3 Repeat Read Aloud Programme for Adults supports literacy (communication literacy literacy, computer literacy,
community literacy) even when we are limited by other material restraints.
Culture of recycling Reading Volunteers
To read aloud Language Learning Readers use audio books but values the most the word spoken through a living person –

Volunteer Readers! To recycle Volunteers NZCC Ltd has compiled three kete-folders to manage a Team of Volunteer
Readers working with Language Learning Readers.
1. A folder-kete of Read Aloud in the Library Manuals, published on-line, explain the way we repeat read aloud in
different languages so that the Language Learning Readers can "Think Like an Adult. Learn Like a Child".
2. A folder-kete Term Kit holds papers (1-10) which allow Language Learning Readers and Reading Volunteers to
organise a group for a term. The Term Kit gives the Team the flexibility to re-set up from the beginning each term,
taking up roles to suit the Team at that time for the time. Every term the Kit is new and every term the Team starts
afresh.
3. A folder-kete holds a selection of pages chosen and photocopied as suits the group from the Kete Community
Journals so that the group can easily read aloud together and learn from other groups.

Let the true worth of everyone shine throughout the world
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The Project Plan flow chart
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Join Joy-In
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Languaging cultural literacy; the language we use in Repeat Read Aloud Programmes
We do not teach we read together (we learn from each other)
Adults repeat reading aloud together is essentially a community project. We can repeat read aloud even when we cannot speak the same
language! Repeating after someone can be easy. Reading aloud to someone is easy.
For this reason we are very careful about the language we use to describe what we do. For example we do not teach, we read. Because
the basic skills we use are repeating and reading /speaking we can open up our people resources to more people than what we could
provide if we were looking only for teachers. Investing in volunteer reading time supports the work of other language teachers.

Volunteer Readers and Language Learning Readers coming together to learn from each other
So you can see that the 1,2,3 Programme brings Volunteer Readers and Language Learning Readers together, we do not call them
teachers and students because we are all learning about each other and our cultures in this shared reading process.
Learning is a dynamic vibrant activity. To keep learning as adults is like prolonging our time as children when learning was fun and
effortless. As children we may have played by ourselves but more often than not we came together to play. Coming together in our
differences is unpredictable and exciting. When we repeat read aloud together the Volunteer Readers enjoy learning about people from
another culture just as much as the Language Learning Readers like reading the books.

By working together we can ABC: Access and Build Community, 1,2,3:have fun, be relaxed & learn lots
Through books, through library we can access and build community. Read aloud programmes promote community, sustainable
communities. Sustainability is about setting up a continuous process of growth and learning. Sustainability means something that we can
continue doing at no extra cost. Sustainability means for us being able to use the resources we already have in a more productive way.
By bringing people together to share reading we can make better use of our library resources. By bringing people into the community in
the library we can build our community even when we are strangers. Through repeat reading aloud together in the structured way we
promote, people can come together in a constructive way to come to understand each other and build better community relationships.
Some Volunteers cannot even walk! Information Technology and computers make it possible to connect on line, to share our stories online from home. Thank you IT's Accessible Trust for helping us build our communities in libraries by connecting with us on-line.

Join Joy-In
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