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www.repeatreadaloud.co.nz

Published on line for easy reading, printing, and photocopying for repeat reading aloud together 

The Creative Commons copyright license CCR4U Incorporated uses, allows others to redistribute our work and share it with others  
as long as the CCR4U Inc. Repeat Read Aloud Programme is mentioned and the work is not changed in any way or used 
commercially. CCR4U Inc. like to use the Kete contributions to photocopy to use for group repeat reading aloud 
 
 NB: Please note positioning of the photos is not intended to indicate any relationship to the authorship of the articles.

Also: We hope you will read the words in the Kete with editorial compassion; please graciously allow for the inevitable errors. We hope you can 
capture  and enjoy the essential  quality of the contributions which have been given freely with a generous heart.
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 1 Be absolutely grateful for everything day and night

Unexpected results from volunteering, making me very grateful
In 1899 at Waitekauri, Coromandel in a miner's cottage, a boy child was born 
to a young woman. The doctor did not expect that the child would live out the 
day. In the garden his father prayed hard to God to help the boy to live, and if 
he did live he would be dedicated to God.

Thirty eight years later n Zhoutong, Yunnan, a similar but more hopeful birth, 
was one result of the child's survival. Because I was born in China I have 
always had a special love for the country and the people. 

So that when I retired and returned to Auckland to live I looked for something
to do that would be worthwhile. At the church I attend I spoke to a woman who
 taught English as a second language in China, and mentioned my desire.
 “Perhaps”, she said, “you would be interested in helping teach the Repeat 
Read Aloud Programme as there was a need for Volunteers at the New Lynn
Library”. I was given the relevant telephone number. I began assisting and during
the Sessions I was helping a Chinese lady who asked if I would mind if my name
was passed onto another who was studying for her Ph.D. Her thesis was on
European missionaries in China 1850-1950. It was through her that I learnt the
story that I started this article with. I story about my father which I had never
known before.

This was the unexpected outcome of me volunteering for this programme that
helps so many immigrants to this country to gain knowledge, confidence and an
ability to integrate in the new country that they have chosen for their home.

Getting a positive charge
I am a singer, poet, songwriter and performer. I have always like to read and
enjoy telling stories. When I saw an opportunity to be a part of the Repeat Read
Aloud Programme I jumped into the idea of being able to give back to the
community. It is something to feel proud about. Helping others is a positive
charge for me. I hope to meet lots of amazing people from around the world and
learn something new.
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Grateful to God
The one who has influenced me the past fourteen years in our God. I am a mother, just like other parents my goal is to work hard, 
earn more money to raise the children, provide a good education for my two sons. In the last year of university my 
eldest son got seriously ill so he couldn't complete his education. This was so unexpected it made my husband and I worried and 
depressed. We couldn't understand what was happening despite thinking about it over and over again.

In 1990 we sent him to Australia as an overseas student. Then we had less opportunity to communicate with him and I realised I had 
been more concerned about was his examination results rather than his health. I had to face the facts. We had to look for treatment 
for his health. We were told that in the case of our son he wouldn't be able to recover totally and that we had to let go. Over the last 
ten years we fortunately have had the right doctor and his healing is getting better and better. And finally he has also graduated!@

It seems that God has sent the guardian angels upon us. Thanks God!!!
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2 People from every walk of life need to join hands and work on cleaning up the environment. We need to establish a 
society whose foundation is recycling (repeating)

Emergency recycling
In emergency like Christchurch earthquake when most building are destroyed, we mourn for the dead and recycle our emergency 
supplies as much as possible
Emergency survival kit

• Food and water, canned  food with can opener and dried food
• baby needs
• bottled water
• washing and cooking water
• portable gas cooker with full bottle of fuel or BBQ
• waterproof torch and spare batteries
• radio with batteries
• waterproof clothing, sun hats and strong shoes
• blankets and sleeping bags
• pet food and supplies
•
• spare toilet paper and rubbish bags for your emergency toilet
• face and dust masks

Getaway kit
• All of the above plus
• specialised equipment for people with disabilities e.g. hearing

aids, glasses, mobility aides
• change of clothing
• personal hygiene items
• when evacuating take your family documents including birth certificates, drivers licences, passports, financial documents
• family photos
• first aid kit and medicines
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3 A day begins with greetings. By exchanging greetings we can go through each day cheerfully

Volunteers and Readers greeting each other
A wonderful spin off from the Repeat Read Aloud Programme is that Volunteers and Readers recognise each other when they are 
shopping or walking around the community. Then it is very easy and natural to greet each other happily.
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4 It’s a challenge to train ourselves. Cultivate self-reliance

Training myself from Romania
I come from Romania and I speak Romanian most of the time.

I started to learn English when I came to New Zealand seven years ago. I
learnt English by myself from books and also from my children but I didn't have
the opportunity to speak English very often. I came to the Repeat Read Aloud
Programme to practice English with other people and I found it very helpful.

I would like to learn more local language. I want to have good communication
skills, to be able to speak more fluently and efficiently because I would like to
get a job. 

Training myself from China
I am 73. I come from Shanghai China. When I was at secondary school and
university I learnt only the Russian language. I didn't have a good knowledge of
English.

I have been in New Zealand since 1998. I used to live in Waterview. At that
time when I stayed at home I could only speak and listen in Chinese. When I
went out I may as well have been both deaf and dumb because I was unable to talk with Kiwis. This was very inconvenient therefore I
had to learn English.

Before 2005 I learnt English by myself independently at home. I could read and write but I couldn't listen and speak English. 
Nowadays I know if I want to learn English very well I have to go to English class or talk more often with Kiwis and exercise my 
conversation.

Last week one of my friends told me “There is an English class which will start at New Lynn library”, this made me very interested. I 
went to the Repeat Read Aloud Programme today and met the Programme Deliverer and the great Volunteers. The useful Session 
lasts two hours. I think all the Volunteers are friendly, helpful and hard working, so I am happy, contented and optimistic.
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5 Words have the power to express a person's innermost attitude

I cherish the memory of my tutor for teaching me:-
There are a lot of people who have had major influence on my life, especially my parents who were the most important of course. 
However I will never forget my teacher Wu Shenanigan. He has influenced me in the following ways:
Knowledge
As a student at university he taught us the professional course of Machine Tool Design. He wrote the textbook that were used in all 
the technical colleges in China. After graduating I worked as his assistant, he continued to patiently teach me. If I had any questions 
he always explained them to me. He often took me to visit large factories and famous scientific institutions for the research of 
material. Through him I could really expand my knowledge.
Methodology
He often taught me useful practical ways of learning things for example I can remember when we I was do a course practicum. I 
thought it was very easy and I finished it as soon as possible. While I handed it in instead of commending me he criticised me. He 
taught me that if I wanted to become a knowledgeable person not only did I need to adopt a serious and engrossed attitude but I also 
had to not engage in work that was superficial and impetuous.
Behaviour
My teacher was a very moral man who had a good character, for example he always left his bicycle key in my room so that I could 
use his bicycle whenever I needed. He was very generous – a colleague borrowed $200 from him. When the colleague had to 
transfer to another city he didn't have the finances to pay back the loan. My tutor was not angry, rather he comforted the colleague 
saying “My wage is more than twice the size of yours even though we have the same assignments so you do not need to worry that 
you can't repay the load. Please don't worry about it. His generosity was outstanding, this still influences me to this day.
Enterprise
Whenever he was faced with major challenges in his life he still insisted on carrying on working. When his wife became demobilised 
he had the opportunity to return to their beautiful rich and populous home town. However he chose to stay to continue the enterprise 
he had started at the university.

Even though he was only ten years older than me unfortunately he died working. I cherish his memory, my teacher, my friend. I will 
cherish him forever.

n
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   6 The way you project words has tremendous power to change not only your own destiny but also the destiny of others

My hero
There is always a time in life when a hero comes along. I would like to talk about 
an extraordinary woman whose name is Alison. Alison helped me to learn about 
New Zealand life and culture.

I remember a beautiful sunny day in May 2004 when my son, my husband and I 
spent our first day in Gisborne, New Zealand. After we settled in our rented house
 we decided to go for a walk to look around. After a few steps we met our 
neighbour, who was hanging her washing in her yard. When she saw us she 
came closer and started to talk in a very friendly way. We immediately like her 
and she became our first friend in New Zealand. Only my husband could talk to 
her because I couldn't speak or understand English.

It was very difficult in the beginning for me because we started our new life here 
from scratch. My husband and my son went out every day for work and school. I 
stayed home alone, pregnant with no family or friends around. I didn't have a car
 or anything else. There weren't any Romanians in Gisborne at that time. It was very special for me to me able to phone Romania.

But there was Alison. She was a nice, tall elderly woman, very energetic with a very kind attitude, ready to help us at the drop of a 
hat. She started to visit us willing to help with everything. We needed to know about New Zealand life.

The first thing she did was to find a lady on our street who could take my son to school every day. Then she showed me the way to 
shook so I could walk to pick up my son after school. Every Friday morning was her shopping day so she started to take me along 
and show me where the shops were. She introduced me to her daughters and we had lunch together a few times. The months past 
by and my daughter was born in September 2004. soon after this Alison found a lady from Plunket who visited my baby once a 
month. This was a massive help for me because I wanted to bring up my child the New Zealand way.

There are many other things that Alison did for my family and I that I will remember for the rest of my life. Her advice helped me to go 
forward much more easily., I felt very fortunate that she spent a lot of her time with me when I needed it the most. She was the right 
person at the right time for me and I really appreciated it. I can never thank Alison enough for what she has done for me and she is 
the person who has inspired me to do the same for others when I have the chance. Thank you Alison.
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7 “Do your best” is a golden rule to cherish

Why I want to study English
I come from China. I have lived in N.Z. for four years. Long 
long ago I didn't learn English in China. So I haven't studied 
English at all. If I don't know where to go and I don't know what 
to say I have to ask the way. So I have to study English.

Volunteering in New Zealand
I have lived in N.Z. for 59 years, coming from the U.K as a 
teenager with my parents. Before marriage I worked as an 
accounts clerk for a large company, I am married with two sons,
and four grandchildren. 

I have worked in the community for many years – 28 years with 
Communicare (Day Centres for the disabled, elderly and lonely 
folk) organising activities – lunch and transport; currently I am a
volunteer at Auckland City Hospital in the Emergency 
Department; as a FED for St John's delivering Meals on
Wheels for the Red Cross.

My hobbies are gardening, patchwork quilting and reading.

Attila Fozsef “only work accurately, neatly, as the star goes to the sky, it is worth it”
My literature teacher wrote this passage on the blackboard for us after the summer holidays, I was just eleven years old. From that 
moment on this passage has had a strong influence on my life. I know that if I follow it I will always stay on the right path. In life it 
doesn't matter where you are, or what you are doing. What does matter is that you must do your best. And if you do your best all your
life, you life will be inevitably more successful, happy and bright,  just as the stars in the sky.
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8 People with various personalities and characteristics co-exist in the world

A New Zealand Volunteer's beginning
I was born in Ngaruawahia N.Z. When I was seven years old my parents bought a farm in
South Auckland. We were brought up with lots of animals around us, and lots of freedom
running all over the farm. Going to a country primary school, where we all knew everyone
and only two teachers. We as children had a great life during the fifties and sixties. The
sixties is the best decade of my life. Teaching and learning in those days were so different
than today. I remember we concentrated mostly reading different ways of writing,
arithmetic, nature study and art. We did have social studies but I only remember being
taught about latitudes and longitudes  I  don't remember doing an in-depth study on
Australia, this place in Australia was called Broken Hill. So of course when  finally got to
live in Australia I had to go see this place called Broken Hill. 

I don't remember learning anything about the Middle East, Asia, Russia etc or anything like
that. Se we were quite sheltered in our little farming community and our two teachers were
much a part of that. I married very young which is what you seemed to do in the sixties. I
quickly had five children and the seventies became a blur.

But when the children were old enough I really needed to go back and get more education.
So in between juggling school children, two babies in nappies, I went back to school and
finished up at the then Auckland College of Education. I did a B. Ed (Primary ) plus I 
started teaching E.S.O.L.

I had the experience also of living in the Kingdom of Tonga for a few years as well as
Australia. Both of those experiences helped me greatly. I have always been interested in
helping foreign people with the English language plus other ways of integration into the N.Z.
culture, as well as learning more of their culture.

I have learnt so much fro them and I hope that they can equally learn a lot from me.

A Reader starting in New Zealand
After I came to New Zealand I was anxious to know the culture, the economy, the education
and the customs in New Zealand. I wanted to talk with everyone. The problem was I didn't
understand the English language. I can't speak English. To resolve this contradiction I
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wanted to improve my English straight away.

By the way people in different countries may have different ways of doing things, but the most important thing of all is to be willing to 
learn. By learning from different cultures one can only gain benefit. So I am coming to this place of learning at the library in New Lynn.
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History of a New Zealander
I was born in Timaru here several brave teachers attempted to educate me with l
imited success.

I seem to remember having no particular desire to do anything other than become a 
teacher (probably because of the holidays) so I spent another couple of years at 
Dunedin Teachers' College. This was a bit of a breeze but I scraped through despite 
ignoring science for the duration, and was then despatched as a P.A. to an 
unsuspecting Standard 1-2 class back in Timaru. We all survived and as country 
service called I spent the next eight years in a couple of small schools in South 
Canterbury.

In 1971, married with a couple of small children, I set off to teach for a couple of years
 in Fiji. This somehow triggered my desire to get out of teaching but it took a couple of
 years after I returned to N.Z. to find a suitable niche, and I ended up-selling books for 
Scholastic to schools in the Wellington area. Realising that my business education
 was incomplete I spent a couple of years part time, trying to master business skills
at Victoria University. This new qualification and my selling background helped me to
get a position as Marketing Manager for Shortland Education so I moved to Auckland
where I have been since 1977.

I moved back to Scholastic in 1980 where I spent some years a National Sales
Manager. As part of my role I visited several Pacific Islands annually to try to develop
a market for reading material. I left there in 1987 but unfortunately the company I
joined was closed in 1989 and I was made redundant.

A friend who was working in Fiji for the University of the South Pacific was at the 
time developing a reading programme that she planned to implement in all Pacific
schools. She encouraged me to get involved to supply reading books to support the
initiative so I took the plunge, and the rest, as they say is history.

Over the following seventeen years I extended the business to include primary and
secondary textbooks and to a wide range of other material that is difficult to source in
the Pacific. I visited each country yearly and covered as many schools as possible. I
sold the business in 2007 and retired to help renovate our present house in Wood
Bay. 
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After a holiday in France in 2001 I decided to re-learn French and had weekly lessons for several years.

I have been fortunate to be able to spend some holiday in Europe and the U.S. And last year spent two weeks each in Brittany, 
France and Puglia, Italy.

My interests include sailing, fishing, reading, piano, and general home handyman stuff.
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9 Everyone has a valid opinion

If I won a million...
• If I won a million dollars in lotto my first impression would be WOW!. Then I would pay he debt I owe WINZ and get off my 

Invalids and Disability Benefits. Secondly I would pay off Studylink and the N.Z. Tax Dept for money that I am still paying. 
Thirdly I would pay for all my grand children's school fees, and school uniforms including shoes. Fourthly I would pay for all my
grand children's sporting costs. Fifthly I would give up my Housing New Zealand unity and buy something of my own to live in 
and also buy a small car. If there is anything left I would give some to charity and the charity that I would choose would be for 
battered wives and especially abused children. If there anything left I would invest wisely and set up my funeral fund.

• Last Saturday morning I first bought a lottery ticket at Kelston Shopping Centre. I 
hope I won $1,000,000. I always take a nap in the afternoon while I recline on the 
bed I think about loot. I knew I was unlikely to win but I was still thinking about it... on 
the television, the presiding woman announced the winner of the classic lotto, 
$1,000,000.  was very very happy and told the great news to my family immediately. 
They all cheered and leapt into the air. Then we convened a meeting and decided 
that first we would have a party. We planned spend $1,000 by inviting our friends, 
relatives and neighbours where everyone would get a nice present or a red envelope
with money in it. Secondly we decided to make a donation of $100,000 to Starship 
Children's Hospital. Then I wanted to spend $400,000 to buy a beautiful small new 
house. Then my wife and I would travel around the world for two months, that would 
cost about $200,000. That would leave us in the end with $200,000 to save. We 
were joyous, jubilant and ecstatic for the perfect plan. We sang and we danced. 
Suddenly my laughter woke me up! Oh! I was in a daydream. What a pity. I have lost
my million.

• I had $1.000,000 I would buy a bigger new house, a new car and put the rest of the 
money into savings account. I would also spend some money to help poor people.

• If I was so lucky to win !,000,000 I would spend it according to a plan: 2% to charity. 
Then I would buy a small business to run because getting a job in N.Z. isn't easy. 
Then I would want to own an affordable house to live in. After that I would buy some 

beautiful clothes as a treat.
• If I won a million  I would buy a big house, a fancy car and a swimming pool that nobody else had used. Then I would travel 

everywhere in the world. I would eat hamburger in Germany. I would drink champagne in France and live in a skyscraper in 
America. I would take a spaceship home. With the money left over I would invest in hi tech to create a legend. Without money 
you can't do anything in the world.
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10 Learning is a gradual step-by-step process 
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11 Be the first to make efforts, if you wait for others then progress will be more difficult

Preparing for emergencies and earthquakes
Before an earthquake we ought to have the following supplies

• mineral water
• cakes and biscuits
•
• bread
• towels
• torch
• pain killers

When the earthquake is actually coming we should hide under a strong table or
under the bed.

My emergency supplies
• 3 litres/person/day for up to 3 days or more
• canned, non-perishable food
• torch and radio with spare batteries
• toilet paper, plastic bags and bucket
• first aid kit, essential medicines including medicine for fever
• BBQ or other means of cooking
• face and dust masks
• tissues
•
• tin opener
• blankets
• hand cleanse
• extra clothing and footwear

What I would save in an emergency
I believe that the most important thing is to get somewhere safe and save our
own lives. Other things I would save in an emergency are family identification
documents and photos. Also my children's favourite toys and things.
Crime prevention and security
After the talk in the library last term I wrote down these suggestions
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1. carry your handbag towards the front of your body
2. carry your handbag say from the traffic side of the footpath
3. when sitting down, put your handbag between your feet so that you are touching it at all times
4. carry a shrill whistle with you
5. if someone steals your handbag make a loud noise to attract attention
6. an older person should not chase a younger, stronger personalities
7. do not carry a lot of money with you, only enough for what you need
8. try to walk in well-lit streets at night
9. tell someone where you are going to and the time you expect to return
10. if you have a cell phone take it with you
11. in any emergency phone 111 and say if you need an ambulance, fire 

or police department
12. walk purposefully and confidently
13. lock your doors and secure your windows at night
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12 Whether your journey in life is fortunate or unfortunate is greatly determined by the way you use words
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We are proud to acknowledge with triple thanks the many cooperating working hands:-

1. Our Libraries: with their warm space, helpful staff and wonderful range of quality books. Special thanks for the Multicultural Services 
Advisor, library managers and staff from top to bottom that enable our programme to run smoothly.

2. The Reading  Volunteers: with their precious time and open spirit offering one-to-one intensive tutoring and care, opening their hearts 
to learning about other cultures  & Language Learning Readers: with their enthusiasm to embrace the English language and New 
Zealand culture.

3. Our Funders: with their cooperation and generosity: including Community Organisation Grants Scheme (COGS); McKenzie Trust; The 
Charitable Trusts, Massey Matters (Waitakere City).

With the funds to print

• The Kete-Community Journal we print every term
• Manuals and workbooks for the Library, the Volunteer Readers and Language Learners
• All other printed supporting material that we produce and photocopy such as attendance sheets, read aloud sheets, training 

documents, information sheets etc

More funding allows us to set up a new library with name badges, cameras, audio equipment and library bag AND room rental where there
is no library space for us to work in. 
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CCR4U Kete - Community Journal

        

For four terms (of seven weeks) in a year, a small team of up to twenty adults come together for a few hours in a library to repeat read 
together. To celebrate this community the Culture Company Reading4U Incorporated offers the Reading Volunteers and Language 
Learning Readers the opportunity to contribute to the CCR4U Kete - Community Journal which through reflections, comments and 
stories will  pass on in some small way the cultural learning and cultural pleasure that takes place during this time special time. We 
trigger the kete contributions by using the twelve sayings we begin each session with when we meet.

This Kete - Community Journal gives the participants of the 1,2,3 Repeat Read Aloud Programme a platform to express their 
initiative, offer their opinion or leave a memento behind of their work. It also gives us a resource to photocopy for repeat reading aloud 
as a group without infringing copyright law.

Each Language Learning Reader is offered a few hours a couple of days a week over seven week period. So we can cater for the 
maximum numbers of Language Learning Readers the term is a unique time; whereas the Reading Volunteers may repeat the term 
Programme over and over with different Language Learning Readers. 

Even though the Reading Volunteers repeat the Programme over and over they tell us that they are continually learning every time they 
participate.

Let the true worth of everyone shine throughout the world
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The Project Plan flow chart
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About the language we use in Adults Repeat Reading Aloud Together
                  

                    We do not teach we read together (we learn from each other)

Adults repeat reading aloud together is essentially a community project. We can repeat read aloud even when we cannot speak the same 
language! Repeating after someone can be easy. Reading aloud to someone is easy.

For this reason we are very careful about the language we use to describe what we do. For example we do not teach, we read. Because 
the basic skills we use are repeating and reading/speaking we can open up our people resources to more people than what we could 
provide if we were looking only for teachers.

          Reading Volunteers and Language Learning Readers coming together to learn from each other

So you can see that the 1,2,3 Programme brings Reading Volunteers and Language Learning Readers together, we do not call them 
teachers and students because we are all learning about each other and our cultures in this shared reading process.

Learning is a dynamic vibrant activity. To keep learning as adults is like prolonging our time as children when learning was fun and 
effortless. As children we may have played by ourselves but more often than not we came together to play. Coming together in our 
differences is unpredictable and exciting. When we repeat read aloud together the Reading Volunteers enjoy learning about people from 
another culture just as much as the Language Learning Readers like reading the books.

It is together that we can promote sustainable communities

Also we promote community, sustainable communities. Sustainability is about setting up a continuous process of growth and learning. 
Sustainability means something that we can continue doing at no extra cost. Sustainability means for us being able to use the resources 
we already have in a more productive way. By bringing people together to share reading we can make better use of our library resources. 
By bringing people into the community through the library we can build our community even when we are strangers. Through repeat 
reading aloud together in the structured way we promote, people can come together in a constructive way to come to understand each 
other and build better community relationships.                                                                                                     
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