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Be absolutely grateful for everything day and night

Saying thank you in Henderson
两天来，多谢各位老师教我英语 Thank my teachers for teaching English two days every week.
我很感激自愿者在我们英语课上所贡献的时间和精力 I am thankful for the time and effort the Volunteers have contributed to our
English class.

New Lynn: Unexpected results from volunteering, making me very grateful
In 1899 at Waitekauri, Coromandel in a miner's cottage, a boy child was born to a young woman. The
doctor did not expect that the child would live out the day. In the garden his father prayed hard to God
to help the boy to live, and if he did live he would be dedicated to God.
Thirty eight years later n Zhoutong, Yunnan, a similar but more hopeful birth, was one result of the
child's survival. Because I was born in China I have always had a special love for the country and the
people.
So that when I retired and returned to Auckland to live I looked for something to do that would be
worthwhile. At the church I attend I spoke to a woman who taught English as a second language in
China, and mentioned my desire.“Perhaps”, she said, “you would be interested in helping teach the
Repeat Read Aloud Programme as there was a need for Volunteers at the New Lynn Library”. I was
given the relevant telephone number. I began assisting and during the Sessions I was helping a Chinese lady who asked if I would
mind if my name was passed onto another who was studying for her Ph.D. Her thesis was on European missionaries in China 18501950. It was through her that I learnt the story that I started this article with. I story about my father which I had never known before.
This was the unexpected outcome of me volunteering for this programme that helps so many immigrants to this country to gain
knowledge, confidence and an ability to integrate in the new country that they have chosen for their home.

Getting a positive charge in New Lynn
I am a singer, poet, songwriter and performer. I have always like to read and enjoy telling stories. When I saw an opportunity to be a
part of the Repeat Read Aloud Programme I jumped into the idea of being able to give back to the community. It is something to feel
proud about. Helping others is a positive charge for me. I hope to meet lots of amazing people from around the world and learn
something new.
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Henderson: I’m grateful for studying with the Volunteers
As a stranger, the life here is so hard for me because of the different language and different culture. Sometimes I can’t understand
what the people are saying. It’ is so embarrassing. Sometime I know I may look like I am a little bit rude because I don’t know how to
speak correct and polite English.
Now I am lucky. I got an opportunity to study English with Volunteers. They share their time, knowledge and culture with us. They are
so nice. Thank you Volunteers. I hope I will become a polite one nice person like you. Thank you so much.

Henderson: Saying thank you
I am thankful to the Volunteer who read for me. I am thankful to my friend who talked to me about the community. I am thankful to
God for my family is good. I am thankful for my new friend. She drop me off in her car at my house. I am thankful because my friend
fixed my computer.
I would like to say thank you to S... of Auckland because they gave free entry to mothers and grandmother on mother’s day and I
spent great time with my little son today. Cheers!!

Henderson: Gratitude for improvement
I’m determined to learn the English language. Thank you Repeat Reading Aloud programme. We made progress. Getting better,
feeling better. I am not so shy to speak now. I have made progress and have improved
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Grateful to God in New Lynn
The one who has influenced me the past fourteen years in our God. I
am a mother, just like other parents my goal is to work hard, earn
more money to raise the children, provide a good education for my
two sons. In the last year of university my
eldest son got seriously ill so he couldn't complete his education. This
was so unexpected it made my husband and I worried and
depressed. We couldn't understand what was happening despite
thinking about it over and over again.
In 1990 we sent him to Australia as an overseas student. Then we had less opportunity to communicate
with him and I realised I had been more concerned about was his examination results rather than his
health. I had to face the facts. We had to look for treatment for his health. We were told that in the case
of our son he wouldn't be able to recover totally and that we had to let go. Over the last ten years we
fortunately have had the right doctor and his healing is getting better and better. And finally he has also
graduated!
It seems that God has sent the guardian angels upon us. Thanks God!!!

Northcote Thank yous
Neighbours
Thank you for the tip.
Thank you for your kindness!
Thank you for your lunch
Thank you for the great time
Thank you for the support to me.
Thank you for joining us.
Thank you for the favour to me.

School and Kindergarten Teachers
Thank you for your kind teaching to my children
Thank you for your love giving to my children

Nature
I am thankful that it gives us fresh air
I am thankful that it gives us life

Family
Thank you for joining us
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Thank you for your love giving to me
I am thankful that it gives us happiness.
Thank you for the great time.

Reading programme
Thank you for listening to me.
Thank you for giving your time to me.
Thank you for teaching me so kindly.

Ranui: Experiencing New Zealand from India
Migrating to New Zealand seems to be a good decision as things seem to be more manageable in this country. No hassles about
electricity and water supply. Paying your monthly bills about various services is also quiet an easy process. All these things were
somewhat difficult back home. One major thing which I enjoy doing here is developing a garden – which has veggies, fruits and
flowers, which give me immense pleasure and happiness. Then scenic beauty, pure air to breathe in, quiet and peaceful lifestyle,
weather etc. - everything is so blissful that one can almost imagine that God resides here!
The only thing which bothers me is the absence of domestic help, which sure is available to an extent but comes at rather a high
price. Hence one has to do without it and being not used to doing so much work at home, life does seem difficult at times. But at the
end of the day all is quite good, so I do fee grateful to the Almighty for sending us here to live peacefully and happily ever after.Ranui:

West Auckland
West Auckland is a great place for its beautiful green areas, as well as its wild coastal areas. What peace one can find walking the
many bush-walks, seeing a huge variety of native trees, ferns and tumbling streams. Also, there are many safe inlets around our
Manukau Harbour, great for families with buckets and spades. Background music to all this are the Tui’s and Bellbirds, Shining
Cuckoos, Fantails, Wood Pigeons, Seagulls and Gannets, and many more. What a paradise!
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People from every walk of life need to join hands and work on cleaning up the environment. We need to establish a
society whose foundation is recycling (repeating)

4R's Museum - Henderson
I think we should make a 4R's Museum or Centre which we could use to educate children so then they would grow up with the 4R's
as a natural part of living.

The relevance and importance of the 4R's Recycle, Re-use, Repair and Reduce
To create a better environment, for the present and the future, and not only in the place where
we live, everyone should be making an effort to lessen their individual pollution of the world.
Pollution is the spoiling of the quality of the air that we breathe by the burning of liquid or solid
material and the release or disposal of harmful or toxic substances that contaminate the earth
and sea.
So that is why we must endeavour to conserve what we have produced rather than continue to
create more. We will buy or be given new things and when we no longer have a use for them we
have to decide how to best get rid of them. What about old clothes, books, furniture, children's
toys, half-empty paint pots, car engine oil, waste laundry and bath water etc? For instance we
can recycle newspapers, cardboard, tins, glass and certain plastics by either putting them out for
the inorganic collection or reuse them in a variety of ways. We can repair alter and reuse many items before amply throwing them
away. We can reduce our consumption of water, electricity, gas or fuel in our vehicles.
We live in an increasingly 'throw away world' bombarded by advertising to buy new and discard the old. This approach may assist in
employment but there has to be a balance as Earth's resources are not limitless and when we recycle and implement the 4Rs we will
be ensuring the well being of future generations.

A familiar sight on recycling collection day

Northcote: Our recycling collection stories!
It is great to know we have so many keen environmentalists
in our group!
Environment protection is more and more important in the
life of our planet , so we all need to reduce, reuse, recycle
and repair.
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In my house I use energy saving lamps everywhere, and if the room has nobody, the light must be turned off.
There are many letters and flyers now. I always use the other side to do homework or write notes. I
reuse plastic bags, turn off the water while brushing teeth, and so on. I think I do my best.
I try to do best for recycling and reusing every day in my kitchen. I keep the plastic bags for reuse and
bring them to the second hand shop. I put everything that can recycle to recycle bin and keep all paper
to recycle.
For shopping I walk whenever I can. I join carpooling with friends. My first choice is to use the bus first,
if I can't then I use the car.
In my kitchen I reuse plastic bags, put some books or other things in bags for recycling.
In the kitchen I recycle bottle jars. I make apple and ginger jam and refill the jars.
In my garden I have a compost bin. I fill my compost bin with vegetable matter and grass cuttings in my
garden. I use compost fertiliser in my vegetable garden and on my fruit trees.
I reduce pollutant. If the way is not too far I walk. Sometimes I use the bus to go to the city or carpool
with my friend.
When brushing my teeth I turn the tap off, to use the least amount of water. Sometimes when I have
small amount of clothes I hand wash them to save water. At night when nobody is in the room I turn off
the light and I use energy saving lights in my home to save electricity.

Renewable energy at home
Using renewable energy is an important measure that protects the environment and reduces carbon
emissions.
There are many trees, flowers and vegetables in my garden. The leaves and grass cuttings make the
fertiliser for flowers and vegetables.
Establishing a water storage tank to irrigate the flowers and vegetables.
Flowers are opening one after another in spring. I can eat the fresh vegetables In autumn.
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What about a policy on batteries?
New Zealand has a very good green environmental and resources recycling, but this is not
enough. I feel the batteries use up recycling that isn't efficient or convenient; I hope in the
future that supermarkets will have a recycle box for convenience for people to throw them
in. This would be very good. Hazard collection notices could be sent in the letterbox
advising you.

Northcote: Thank you to the library for 're-cycling' books
•
•
•
•
•

giving us librarians
giving a space to share
allowing us to read any book we want
letting us take the book out over and over again
letting us meet strangers in the library so we can know our community

Library is a wonderful recycling system!

Chatting with books
There is a lot of dialogue, conversation and chatting in books, especially in children's
picture books. Even when a person is proficient in a language and can pass university
language tests it can still be difficult to pick up the local lingo. When we repeat read aloud
together if the dialogue in the book does not match the local lingo the Volunteer will give helpful feedback to the Reader so that they
can become more confident in fitting into the local community culture.

Massey Volunteer
It has been an eye opener to me to see the librarian, a gentleman old enough to be retired, at the local school spend much of his time
working covering and lovingly repairing the library books. He showed me paperbacks that were eight years old that still looked fresh
and new. Because the books have been taken care of in this way he has a surplus of books that can take a permanent place in the
class rooms for the children to use more easily.
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A day begins with greetings. By exchanging greetings we can go through each day cheerfully

Smiling in Henderson
A smile is infectious. It is as easy as it is to catch a fly. Besides, it’s totally free. If I smile at someone, I could be the person who
made someone’s day a happy one! Let’s start everyday with a smile!
• Reassuring with a smile
I went out of my house to take a walk for exercising at 7:00 am on Saturday. I could hardly find people because it was early morning.
When I got a bus station, I met a woman waiting for a bus. She looked to be a uncomfortable because of my appearance. I could
realize what she had got a strange feeling. So, I gave her greeting “Hi” with big smile. It made her more comfortable and peaceful.
• Greeting
In my neighbourhood I said hello to a mother with two little children; she smiled at me and asked some questions about my life and
my family. She was very friendly
• Experimenting with smiling
When I saw somebody, I gave them smile. And they gave me back my smile. It is interesting when somebody tries smiling.
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From a Reader in Massey
In China there are so many millions of people walking the streets it is impractical to say
“Hello !” to everyone. Here in New Zealand it is different. People, especially the elderly,
spend time to say “Hello!” It feels very nice.

Volunteers and Readers greeting each other in New Lynn
A wonderful spin off from the Repeat Read Aloud Programme is that Volunteers and
Readers recognise each other when they are shopping or walking around the community.
Then it is very easy and natural to greet each other happily.

Avondale: Learning to initiate dialogue
I have had the chance to come to the 1,2,3 Repeat Read Aloud Programme for Adults. I am
feeling very happy. Before this my listening skills and spoken English was very poor. Since I began to come to the programme to talk
in English my English is improving. especially listening and speaking.
I have learnt a lot of useful dialogue on the following topics which are very helpful to my life
in New Zealand. Now in simple English I can
• Ask for an ambulance
• Deposit and withdraw money from the bank
• Take a bus
• Make an appointment to see the doctor
I love learning English and am very thankful to my Volunteer for giving us an interesting
and lively time. I hope I can have more chances to improve my English like this.
Thank you again Volunteers.
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It’s a challenge to train ourselves. Cultivate self-reliance

Henderson: Encouraging myself with positive words
British medical scientists report a high waist circumference, greater than 102cm, is associated wt an increased risk of diabetes,
hypertension, heart failure and shorter life span. Sadly I have a relatively big belly. Hence, I have decided to exercise in order to
reduce my waist. Every morning I go jogging from Henderson to New Lynn and then I do heel and toe walking back from New Lynn to
Henderson. Sometimes, I am very tired and wet through. But I will never give up. I always talk to my self. “Come on matey! Don't quit
now. Your belly will become flatter!”

Cultivating self-reliance in Henderson by asking questions
•

There are two kinds of tickets you can buy when you go to a swimming pool in the West Auckland: one is just a ticket to use
for a length of time; another is a ticket you can use 10 times. However, I don’t know exactly how to use it? Is it just for three
months or more? If anyone knows about that, could you tell me please?

•

Can you tell me that way to the market?
Today, I want to go to the market, but I don’t know where to go. Then, I see a lady. I said, “Excuse me. Can you tell me the
way to the market?” The lady told me. I’m very happy to show you the way. Then I say thank you to her.

•

When I apply for power or internet, I have to call the company. First I ask them, “Do you have any staff can speak Mandarin?”
When they say no, I have to speak English. I do my best to speak my meaning clearly.
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New Lynn: Training myself from Romania
I come from Romania and I speak Romanian most of the time.
I started to learn English when I came to New Zealand seven years ago. I learnt English by myself from books and also from my
children but I didn't have the opportunity to speak English very often. I came to the Repeat Read Aloud Programme to practice
English with other people and I found it very helpful.
I would like to learn more local language. I want to have good communication skills, to be
able to speak more fluently and efficiently because I would like to get a job.

New Lynn: Training myself from China
I am 73. I come from Shanghai China. When I was at secondary school and university I
learnt only the Russian language. I didn't have a good knowledge of English.
I have been in New Zealand since 1998. I used to live in Waterview. At that time when I
stayed at home I could only speak and listen in Chinese. When I went out I may as well
have been both deaf and dumb because I was unable to talk with Kiwis. This was very
inconvenient therefore I had to learn English.
Before 2005 I learnt English by myself independently at home. I could read and write but I couldn't listen and speak English.
Nowadays I know if I want to learn English very well I have to go to English class or talk more often with Kiwis and exercise my
conversation.
Last week one of my friends told me “There is an English class which will start at New Lynn library”, this made me very interested. I
went to the Repeat Read Aloud Programme today and met the Programme Deliverer and the great Volunteers. The useful Session
lasts two hours. I think all the Volunteers are friendly, helpful and hard working, so I am happy, contented and optimistic.

Training myself in Henderson
Sometimes, I get to “live mocha” which is a learning language website. I didn’t know how many people used this website to learn
other languages before joining. However, there were many more people there than I expected.
I learn English through it but I teach Korean. When a person writes sentences in Korean and records their own voice in Korean, this
website sends me a message to check their Korean. It is fun to check it. Sometimes their strange and unusual Korean makes me
laugh but sometimes the correct sentences makes me happy. Whenever I read poor or good sentences, these give me
encouragement and challenge me to study English hard.
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Nnorthcote: It is a challenge when learning something new, whether it be learning how to care for a new baby, learning a new
culture, a new skill and, something that a lot of us take for granted, learning how to speak and read English.
•

•

Because I am older my memory is very bad, my eyes are not good. Learning English for me is
very difficult, but language is an important tool for people to communicate with each other. I
would like to know the culture of New Zealand and am willing to communicate with Kiwis. So I
decided to learn English. I learn English by listening to the radio, by reading English books and
by dialogue with Kiwis. Although I study very slowly with not standard pronunciations, I am still
trying to learn
I went to Takapuna beach last weekend. It is a beautiful place and the weather was sunny and
lovely. I feel so peaceful. I had a cup of coffee in the coffee shop. The coffee was delicious and
tasty. You know, like Volunteers are very kind and friendly. They have very good patience to
teach us reading English and correct our pronunciation. They are generous to help us and use
their free time.

Avondale: Getting a library card
I am reading with a Volunteer at the library. I feel so happy. The Volunteer is patient and friendly. The team helped me to get a library
card. Training oneself learn English and I am very happy in this group. Now I can open my mouth to
speak a little. With the help of the Volunteer I can read a book one on one and practice a lot of simple conversation. I come from
China and living in New Zealand with no English is a big problem. Si I hope that through this group we can learn everyday English
and communicate better.
About New Zealand holidays and special days

Spring

Summer

Autumn

September
1st Sunday, Father's Day

December
25th Christmas Day
26th Boxing Day
31st New Year's Eve

March
Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Easter Monday (earliest March
23rd, latest April 25th)

June
5th Arbour Day
First Monday Queen's birthday

October
4th Monday Labour Day
31st Halloween

January
1st New Year's Day
29th Auckland Anniversary Day

April
1st April Fools' Day
25th Anzac Day

July
15th Red nose day

November
5th Guy Fawkes

February
6th Waitangi Day
14th St Valentine's Day

May
First week – Capping Week
Second Sunday Mother's Day

August
Last Friday Daffodil Day
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Ranui: New Life in New Zealand from Korea
I came here from Korea just a year ago. At that time I was frightened of the new environment,
new people and new rules. Moreover, I couldn’t speak English well, but I wanted to be a brave
woman, as I lost my husband recently, and had to take care of my two girls, all by myself. So I
decided to learn English and joined the community centre for the speak aloud programme.
There I met people from different countries.
What an exciting and interesting experience! My English has improved, but I still need to do
much more, and to develop a positive state of mind.

Volunteer octogenarian in Massey
This morning is a good example of me challenging myself to
cultivate self-reliance. I almost slept in. I really wanted to turn over
and go back to sleep. I remembered it was the 1,2,3 Repeat Read
Aloud Programme for Adults today. I remembered that they were
relying on me to be there. I said to myself,
“Oh! It's Thursday! I've got to get up and go to the library to come to
the programme. This is something worth while to get up for”. This is
how I train myself day by day.

17
CC23006

5

CCR4U Kete-Community Journal contributed by the 1,2,3 Repeat Read Aloud Programme: The best of 2011

Words have the power to express a person's innermost attitude

Henderson: From Korea
I always think about maintaining a positive attitude. I am a positive man. When I worked in Korea I increased the sales of my
company, my own salary and incentives by being a good influence on the attitude of my colleagues. In my opinion positive power ell
give a person the ability to do something easily.

Henderson: The ODE– “The Last Post”
They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old
Age shall no weary them nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.
Lest we forget.
Every year on 25th April we remember our fallen soldiers by celebrating ANZAC Day. Anzac stands for Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps, which resulted from the landing of allied soldiers from these two countries on Gallipoli in World War One. The day on
which they landed in “Anzac Cove” (Gallipoli, Turkey) was 25th April 1915. the idea of selling poppies for Anzac Day began in 1922 to
help the veterans who were out of work. To recognise their effort and show our appreciation for their sacrifices. Much of the revenue
was used in the 1930s for unemployment relief, and the fund raising is organised by the RSA (Returned Services Association). The
symbol of the poppy came from the battle fields called Flanders Fields in France, where wild poppies were growing all over the area,
and where large numbers of New Zealanders lost their lives. Every day (usually at 6pm) the people who are visiting an RSA stand in
silence and listen to the ODE, remembering the soldiers of the past.

Henderson: Nursery rhymes in the war
Two Tigers
Two tigers, two tigers
Run so fast, run so fast
One has no ears. One has no tail.
So strange. So strange.
This nursery rhyme reminds me of the “Kindergarten on horse back”. I was born during the Second World War. My parents left me
behind and went to the front line fighting against the enemy. Many kids like me followed the army by sitting inside bamboo baskets
mounted on horse backs. Tens of armed male and female soldiers not only took charge of protecting a taking care of us, but also
taught us singing and reading. This “Two Tigers” is one of the many nursery rhymes I learnt during that period.
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Positively Chile in Henderson
I come from Chile, South America. I’m married and I have two children (6
and 2 years old). I think I am a lucky woman because have love, a good
environment and live in this beautiful and peaceful country. My words with
positive vibrations are:- well done, good girl, good boy, keep going, etc

Northcote: The Willow Pattern Poem
The willow pattern was a famous blue and white design for porcelain introduced in England in 1780 by Thomas Turner. It imitated the
Chinese style of decoration but was not an exact copy.
The poem is an English nursery rhyme based on a Chinese story of a young woman whose rich father banished the young man she
fell in love with and built the fence to keep him out. The father locked his daughter in a house by the river, with a willow tree nearby,
and betrothed her to an old, rich duke – they were to marry when the peach tree bloomed in the spring. While she was waiting,
heartbroken, for this to happen, her lover came to rescue her and the design shows them running across the bridge being chased by
the father. Luckily they managed to get on board a boat and sail away to a far land. Many years later, when the young man had
become rich and famous himself, the girl’s father, still angry, had the couple chased down and killed. The story says that the couple
were changed into the two doves which fly high over the willow pattern design.
Two pigeons flying high,
Chinese vessel sailing by,
Weeping willow hanging o’er,
Bridge with three men, if not four,
Chinese mansion here it stands,
Seems to cover all the land,
An apple tree with apples on,
And a pretty fence to hang my song.
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New Lynn Volunteer's poem
Beach Sunset
I watch
As the orange sun melts into the sea
Until the heat of the day becomes the stillness of evening
Bringing calm uncluttered peace.
Everything is flat, dimmed, while the crisp outlines of the hills
Settle into misty shapes.
But where the setting sun so recently gave meaning to summer
There is emerging light.
A golden glow increases and a rosy hue enlivens the sky.
Brighter and brighter it shines
Until the vivid red and gold seem the very breath of new life,
Intent on pageantry and splendour.
Yet as this dazzling display reaches its climax,
The tension resolves
The colours slowly soften and fade
Merging into the darkness of the night
Annabelle
Have you seen the sunlight twinkling on the water?
A shimmering sensation of stars?
My grand-daughter cried excitedly,
“Look mummy – Fairies!”
Her mother wisely left this enchantment unchallenged
Now, when I see diamonds dancing in the waves
I share Annabelle's delight,
and thank a little child for opening my eyes
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New Lynn: The Mandarin Duck (NZ Paradise Duck)
There was a pair of Mandarin ducks swimming in the lake beside my home. Although the male was colourful and beautiful, the female
was just like a real [normal] duck. They stayed together all the time and never separated.
In China, people call the Mandarin ducks “love birds” and often use them to describe
young people in love. For example, in the very famous song “The Fair Girl’s Marriage”
from the local opera “The Yellow Berry Drama”, the fair girl and her husband sang:
“The birds on the tree are all in pairs. The green water and the blue mountain are all
smiling...we, just like the Mandarin ducks both flying back home wings by wings.”
Many people from China can sing this song.

New Lynn Reader: Growing up in Shanghai
I was born in Shanghai and worked there. My parents worked very hard. Mum worked in the countryside. My father was a tailor. We
were poor and endured hardship. My mum had to work a long way from home so sometimes she could come home only every few
months. When mum was not at home my three brothers would share the housework between them. My father worked from home
making clothes. I would go to school in the day and in the evening would help my father in his business. After the harvest mum could
come home for longer, we were very happy then because she would do the house work. We had a happy family life.

New Lynn Volunteer: A Filipino Christmas
One of the things I cherish about the Philippines is the hype that comes with the word “Christmas” Filipinos are very happy people
and in the Philippines, decorations, lights, and Christmas trees start coming out as soon as the months hit “-ber” and come down
completely just before the summer starts or the monsoons hit (it varies among families). Within a couple of months, local news
channels start to include Christmas countdowns in their programmes and the entire Filipino populace begins to feel that fuzzy
Christmas feeling.
In the Philippines, nine days before Christmas, traditional Catholic families participate in Simbang Gabi or Misa de Galyo. In this
tradition, we attend mass formulated specifically for the Advent/Christmas season either late at night or early in the morning
(depending on who’s got work the next day or school). It is the belief of our elders (and consequently, us to whom the belief has been
passed down) that completing the nine masses grants you your special prayer – like the healing of a sick loved one, the passing of
final exams.
I look forward to finding out what Christmas will be like this year, now that my family and I are living in N.Z.
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New Lynn Volunteer sharing the history of her childhood in NZ on a farm
My Reader asked to talk about the farm that I spent years of my young life on.
My father bought the farm near Te Puke, in the Bay of Plenty in 1939, just before war broke out. We moved from Wairoa with our
horses, dogs and cats. I was 11 years old. The farm was beautiful rolling country with a wide view of the sea. There were fresh water
springs in the gullies, little streams, patches of bush and big Maori trenches that we could ride our ponies through and not see over
the sides. We played in the streams and bush, and to give ourselves a thrill, climbed over the rocks in a ravine and peered at the
skeletons in a Maori burial cave. On dewy mornings we would get up early and slide down the steep sides of the gully and little
wooden sledges or cabbage tree heads. We rode 3 ½ miles to school on our ponies and used to race on the way home.
My younger sister had a little pony called Creamy and she often fell off just as we got outside the gate. She would burst into tears and
go home. She got off school then, which happened quite often. Friends would send their racehorses to the farm for a spell and I
would look after them. One called Gracie would bolt and was quite uncontrollable. One day, she bolted through a mob of sheep,
knocking some over. When I got to school, I hid because I was afraid that the drover would come looking for me to growl at me.
Another day, she bolted and flung me against a gate with barbed wire on it. I was left hanging by my rain coat.
However life was not all play and we had to work on the farm as soon as we were able. The jobs were many and varied. Going round
the sheep to see that all was well, feeding hay to the cattle with a sledge drawn by one of the lovely, gentle Clydesdale, turning the
hay to dry with a pitch fork, helping in the sheep yards, feeding lambs, sometimes rearing a calf for our school calf club day, feeding
hens and cats. We made our own butter, grew our own vegetables. The hens gave us eggs and we had our own meat. I don’t think
our parents had much money after buying the farm.
The horses and ponies had to have new shoes put on regularly. We rode them 10 miles to Te Puke for this. The blacksmith’s shop
was just off the main street of Te Puke. The horses were so good, standing quietly while the big noisy bellows blew the coals red hot
and the blacksmith belted the red hot shoes into shape on his anvil. He would fire the hot shoe onto the hoof which sizzled and smelt
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and then plunged it into cold water where it hissed. Then the shoe was hammered onto the hoof, the sharp points of the nails
twisted off and the tops of the nails were flattened and rasped to make them smooth. All very noisy for the animals so they liked to
have their owners near them.
These are just a few of the things that went on on a busy farm during war time when the family had to do as much as they could
themselves

A short history from a New Lynn Volunteer
In 1950, a family of four immigrated to New Zealand: Father, mother, son and daughter. They came from a country called Indonesia.
There were not many foreigners is New Zealand. At first it was difficult for them; they spoke very little English. But it was not difficult to
find work in this country. The whole family settled well and became New Zealand citizens in 1954. When the young people grew up,
they both married. The son married a young New Zealand lady. The daughter married a young man who came from Holland (the
Netherlands). This short history has a happy ending.

Matariki in New Lynn Library
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The way you project words has tremendous power to change not only your own destiny but also the destiny of others

Henderson Christchurch earthquake
Christchurch was hit by earthquake, a lot of people lost their lives, but most people are facing bravely this disaster and overcoming
difficulties. They will be re-building new homes. Go for it! Christchurch.

基督城地震了，我们的心跟你们在一起。

The earthquake happened in Christchurch , even though we are here our heart goes out to you.
I was a surgical doctor before retirement. Now am a student studying English. I believe my
English will improve day by day. I am very sure about it. I looked up at the sky last Friday night, I
found the NZ moon was very big and bright, even bigger and brighter than I saw in China. It
may suggest my life in NZ is happier and healthier. Yesterday a terrible disaster occurred in
Christchurch. I felt very sorry about it. But, when I was shopping in Henderson Mall, I heard
some very encouraging and positive words. A guy said “I truly believe they will come out of it
stronger than ever!”
Christchurch don't cry. Christchurch don't be sad. Let's work hard together!.
I really believe that you will stand up again! Christchurch you must stand up again! Christchurch tomorrow will be a better day.

Doing our best for Christchurch
On Monday our Volunteers taught us “Do your best” is a good principle to follow always. When I heard Christchurch had an
earthquake, I thought “What can I do? Oh I can 'Do my best!'” On Tuesday I went to the bank. The staff said “Good morning! How can
I help you?”. I said, “I want to donate some money to Christchurch, where can I do this?” The staff led me to the counter, saying
“Thank you very much, please follow me. What would you like to do?” I said, “My wife and I want to contribute some money to
Christchurch.

Tracking the positive in Henderson
When I went to a hot spa with my son in Korea, he did not want to get into the hot water because he
thought it was too hot to get into. However, I did not think so. It was not too hot for him so that he could
get in. I encouraged him. “If you count just seven seconds after jumping into it, I warrant everything will be
OK. Just seven seconds.” He hesitated a little bit. But he seemed to decide to be brave. He approached
the hot water and then put his toe in to check the temperature. I encouraged him continuously. He went
into the hot water slowly, step by step. Finally he was in the hot water and then he counted “one, two,
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three…. Seven.” After counting, I asked him how he felt. He answered “The water is good.” I said him, “Whenever you face like
this kind of situations, no fear, just do it and count just seven seconds so it will be OK like today.”

From Korea in Henderson
When I came in Auckland at first, it was difficult to take care of my garden. Actually, I had
never have a garden before. Because, when I was in Korea, I always lived in apartment.
Therefore, I had never taken care of garden before and I wasn’t interested in gardening.
Anyway, I met Julie at the swimming pool, she is my neighbour. I told her about gardening.
She always has helped me to tidy up my garden from that time on. Most of all, I am delighted
to have made a new friend.

New Lynn: My hero
There is always a time in life when a hero comes along. I would like to talk about an
extraordinary woman whose name is Alison. Alison helped me to learn about New Zealand life and culture. I remember a beautiful
sunny day in May 2004 when my son, my husband and I spent our first day in Gisborne, New Zealand. After we settled in our rented
house we decided to go for a walk to look around. After a few steps we met our neighbour, who was hanging her washing in her yard.
When she saw us she came closer and started to talk in a very friendly way. We immediately like her and she became our first friend
in New Zealand. Only my husband could talk to her because I couldn't speak or understand English.
It was very difficult in the beginning for me because we started our new life here from scratch. My husband and my son went out
every day for work and school. I stayed home alone, pregnant with no family or friends around. I didn't have a car or anything else.
There weren't any Romanians in Gisborne at that time. It was very special for me to me able to phone Romania. But there was Alison.
She was a nice, tall elderly woman, very energetic with a very kind attitude, ready to help us at the drop of a hat. She started to visit
us willing to help with everything. We needed to know about New Zealand life.
The first thing she did was to find a lady on our street who could take my son to school every day. Then she showed me the way to
school so I could walk to pick up my son after school. Every Friday morning was her shopping day so she started to take me along
and show me where the shops were. She introduced me to her daughters and we had lunch together a few times. The months past
by and my daughter was born in September 2004. soon after this Alison found a lady from Plunket who visited my baby once a
month. This was a massive help for me because I wanted to bring up my child the New Zealand way.
There are many other things that Alison did for my family and I that I will remember for the rest of my life. Her advice helped me to go
forward much more easily., I felt very fortunate that she spent a lot of her time with me when I needed it the most. She was the right
person at the right time for me and I really appreciated it. I can never thank Alison enough for what she has done for me and she is
the person who has inspired me to do the same for others when I have the chance. Thank you Alison.
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“Do your best” is a golden rule to cherish

Henderson
The Repeat Read Aloud Programme is a very efficient way to grasp language particularly for beginners. I believe this technique can
be applied to study any language in including Chinese. With regard to
Chinese, reading and understanding the poems of Tang and Song
dynasties are necessary to grasp the essence of Chinese.
Spring Morning
春晓
This spring, morning in bed, I am lying,
春眠不觉晓，
Not to a wake till birds are crying,
处处闻啼鸟，
After one night of wind and showers,
夜来风雨声，
How many are the fallen flowers?
花落知多少。

Brushing teeth
My wife told our grandson: “If you eat without brushing your teeth
you must gargle with water. Then you use your tongue to clean your
mouth: your tongue should go up, down, left, right, front, back, inside
and out.” My wife then said this in Chinese: “shang shang xia xia,
zuo zuo, you you, qian qian, hou hou, li li wai wai”. So my grandson translated it into English up up down down, left let, right right,
front front back back, inside inside, out out.”

Doing my best
We have already had seven sessions of the Repeat Read Aloud Programme but my words memory is
bad. However I can remember how each Volunteer harmonises friendly. I am very moved and want to
thank them. I will put this spirit to China to New Zealand friendly learning.

A different session
Last Wednesday we had a different session. Usually I followed my Volunteer reading English. After my
Volunteer read a sentence I repeat read it with her and then read it again by myself. When I made a
mistake my Volunteer helped me. I thank him very much. But today our Programme Deliverer told us we
were going to do it differently. Now my Volunteer followed me reading Chinese. I was surprised. I didn't
understand why. After class I reviewed the text and came to understand “We are all different but we are
all part of the human family.
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New Lynn: Attila Fozsef “only work accurately, neatly, as the star goes to the sky, it is worth it”
My literature teacher wrote this passage on the blackboard for us after the summer holidays, I was
just eleven years old. From that moment on this passage has had a strong influence on my life.
I know that if I follow it I will always stay on the right path. In life it doesn't matter where you are, or
what you are doing. What does matter is that you must do your best. And if you do your best all your
life, you life will be inevitably more successful, happy and bright, just as the stars in the sky.

Northcote: Doing our best
On Friday there was the biggest thing happening in New Zealand. We have got the
Rugby World Cup that was opening on Friday night and everybody got very excited for
that.Rugby World Cup that was opening on Friday night and everybody got very excited for
that.
The broadcasters of RWC 2011 ceremony at Eden Park, figured
about 60,000 people
The broadcasters of RWC 2011 ceremony at Eden Park, figured
about 60,000 people to come down to Eden Park to watch the
ceremony. It was very crowded, that’s why we decided to watch it
at home. The ceremony was amazing. I like it very much. It started
at 7.30. After that we went to Forrest Hill, at a high point, to watch
the fireworks.
There were lots of cars and people. We couldn't get a car park
easily because we were late. So we just parked nearby.
The point, but a little bit far away. We walked for about 10 minutes.
The fireworks were beautiful. There were many different sorts of
fireworks. I enjoyed it very much.Then we went to Mom and Dad’s house to watch the rugby game together. It was New Zealand All
Blacks versus Tonga. New Zealand All Blacks won a beautiful first game and even Tonga got a goal, but they tried hard to try to play.
It was beautiful too. Anyway New Zealand team got a good start in the RWC. Wow! I am pleased to live in New Zealand because I
can enjoy a rugby world cup this year. Thank you very much!
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People with various personalities and characteristics co-exist in the world

New Lynn: A New Zealand Volunteer's beginning
I was born in Ngaruawahia N.Z. When I was seven years old my parents bought a farm in South
Auckland. We were brought up with lots of animals around us, and lots of freedom running all over the
farm. Going to a country primary school, where we all knew everyone and only two teachers. We as
children had a great life during the fifties and sixties. The sixties is the best decade of my life. Teaching
and learning in those days were so different than today. I remember we concentrated mostly reading
different ways of writing, arithmetic, nature study and art. We did have social studies but I only remember
being taught about latitudes and longitudes I don't remember doing an in-depth study on Australia, this
place in Australia was called Broken Hill. So of course when finally got to live in Australia I had to go see
this place called Broken Hill.
I don't remember learning anything about the Middle East, Asia, Russia etc or anything like that. Se we
were quite sheltered in our little farming community and our two teachers were much a part of that. I
married very young which is what you seemed to do in the sixties. I quickly had five children and the
seventies became a blur.
But when the children were old enough I really needed to go back and get more education. So in
between juggling school children, two babies in nappies, I went back to school and finished up at the
then Auckland College of Education. I did a B. Ed (Primary ) plus I
started teaching E.S.O.L.
I had the experience also of living in the Kingdom of Tonga for a few years as well as Australia. Both of those experiences helped me
greatly. I have always been interested in helping foreign people with the English language plus other ways of integration into the N.Z.
culture, as well as learning more of their culture.
I have learnt so much fro them and I hope that they can equally learn a lot from me.
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History of a New Zealander in New Lynn
I was born in Timaru here several brave teachers attempted to educate me with l
limited success.
I seem to remember having no particular desire to do anything other than become a teacher
(probably because of the holidays) so I spent another couple of years at Dunedin Teachers'
College. This was a bit of a breeze but I scraped through despite ignoring science for the duration, and was then despatched as a
P.A. to an unsuspecting Standard 1-2 class back in Timaru. We all survived and as country
service called I spent the next eight years in a couple of small schools in South Canterbury.
In 1971, married with a couple of small children, I set off to teach for a couple of years in Fiji.
This somehow triggered my desire to get out of teaching but it took a couple of years after
I returned to N.Z. to find a suitable niche, and I ended up-selling books for Scholastic to schools in the Wellington area. Realising that
my business education was incomplete I spent a couple of years part time, trying to master
business skills at Victoria University. This new qualification and my selling background helped me to get a position as Marketing
Manager for Shortland Education so I moved to Auckland where I have been since 1977.
I moved back to Scholastic in 1980 where I spent some years a National Sales Manager. As part of my role I visited several Pacific
Islands annually to try to develop a market for reading material. I left there in 1987 but unfortunately the company I joined was closed
in 1989 and I was made redundant.
A friend who was working in Fiji for the University of the South Pacific was at the time developing a reading programme that she
planned to implement in all Pacific schools. She encouraged me to get involved to supply reading books to support the initiative so I
took the plunge, and the rest, as they say is history.
Over the following seventeen years I extended the business to include primary and secondary textbooks and to a wide range of other
material that is difficult to source in the Pacific. I visited each country yearly and covered as many schools as possible. I sold the
business in 2007 and retired to help renovate our present house in Wood Bay.
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Northcote community different cultures dancing

An Indian dance beautifully performed by little
Chinese girls
Very graceful Chinese dancing
Northcote
The Moon Festival or Zhongqiu Festival is a popular harvest
festival celebrated by Chinese and Vietnamese people, dating
back over 3,000 years to moon worship in China's Shang
Dynasty. This festival is celebrated in the middle of September
and the following photos were taken of the Moon Festival
celebrations at the Northcote Centre.
One of our talented Readers is a very keen exponent of Tai Chi.
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Tai chi at Northcote

Avondale: About seasons and the weather
There are four seasons in a year, spring, summer, autumn and winter. They follow one another. Why do we have seasons? There are
two reasons why. The first reason is that the earth goes around the sun on its orbit and the orbit is a ellipse. The second reason is
that the earth, around its own pole,and always tiled in the same direction of its orbit. So different dates, and different times in a year
the earth is on a different point of the orbit. There is different amounts of sunlight. When there is a lot of sunlight the place is hotter
and less sunlight the place is colder. This is how the earth has seasons.
In New Zealand, the spring period is September, October and November. The summer time spans December, January and February.
Right now it is autumn. From June to August will be winter time.
In Auckland the climate is nice all year. The temperature in winter is at its lowest but over 2'. in summer the temperature is at its
highest, buts usually in the low 30's. If someone asks you “How is the weather today?” you can answer “It is
sunny/bright/cloudy/clear/overcast/dull/rainy/showery/changeable/damp/humid/wet/foggy/misty/frosty/dry/hot/cool/warm/windy/breezy/
calm. Please note that your answer should suit the conditions of the day. When you talk about temperature you can say it is high or it
is low
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Northcote: Embroidering together across cultures
One of our Volunteer Interpreters showing a newspaper article about a Stitchery group that she belongs to. Ladies of different
nationalities get together and embroider articles that pertain to their countries.

Captain Cook from Roseberry Topping!
This interesting tray was given to one of our Volunteers by the people of Great Ayton in Yorkshire. Depicted is a quaint thatched
cottage. The hill in the middle is called Roseberry Topping. It has a definite New Zealand connection …Captain Cook was born there!

Avondale: Our harmonious family
In the house where we live there is an old Cantonese couple, an international
student, my wife and I. We all share a kitchen and take turns cooking. Because we
are all from
different places, we always share how we cook and what recipes we use. How
meaningful and harmonious it is! The sound student has helped us a lot in our daily
life. He has helped us to accept foreign guests. He has helped us to read letters and
documents we have difficulty with due to our language obstacles.
We have also enjoyed a lot of fun with the elderly couple. We chat. We play mahjong ( a Chinese card game). We really enjoy spending time with them.
Although we have only known each other for a short time we all love this big harmonious family.
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Everyone has a valid opinion

A Volunteer’s Comment
It’s interesting how different each term is – the Readers are so varied, and their
standard of English is too. Sometimes we, the Volunteers, wonder why a Reader
with really good English comes to our group and sometimes we wonder how
another Reader has managed to live in New Zealand for years without any
English whatsoever.
This term we had a particularly able group of Readers (which was a great
change after a particularly needy group the term before) and most were able to
express themselves better than some of the groups in the past. So we heard
and learned more about their backgrounds – until now very few Chinese had
talked about their experiences during Mao’s Cultural Revolution, but this time
some of them were able to talk about their enforced move from the cities to
village life and their loss of opportunity for education when the schools and
universities were shut down, sometimes for years.
We also heard about moving as a child from China to Taiwan with a father in Chiang Kai-Shek’s army. It’s very different reading about
Chinese recent history and talking with people who lived through that history. Almost all of this older group has managed to educate
their children well and then followed them to New Zealand.
The younger people in the group are often well educated women whose husbands have work (or businesses) but who have not yet
been able (because of language or child-raising) to find work for themselves. Some of them come to better their English so that they
can keep up with their children. It is always a pleasure when they do find paid work, or satisfying voluntary work, in the community, (or
move on to higher language training) and it is good to think the Repeat Reading Aloud programme may have contributed to this by
giving them extra confidence in the community.
Maybe we could add “and histories” to Session Eight’s saying about “People with various personalities and characteristics co-exist in
the world.”!!
Editor's note: History definitely is an excellent way to describe our characteristics, where we come from, how we got here.
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Learning is a gradual step-by-step process

Northcote: Find the Joy in Your Life ... The Bucket List
My favourite movie is The Bucket List. Edward Cole (Jack Nicholson) and Carter Chambers
(Morgan Freeman) are both terminally ill with cancer. Edward is a miserable CEO with no
one to visit him. Carter is a car mechanic who dropped out of college to get married and
provide for his kids. The men share a room at the hospital They create a “bucket list” ... a
series of things to see and do before they die.
So they go to see the Pyramids of Egypt, the Taj Mahal, and the Great Wall of China. They
go skydiving and drive race cars and search for the perfect woman. In the end, however, our
lives are streams flowing into the same river towards whatever lies in the mist beyond the
falls.
We always convince ourselves that life will be better after we get married, have a baby or get
a nice car. The truth is, there’s no better time than right now. It’s best to admit this to
ourselves and decide to be happy anyway. We should find the joy in our life.
Like Mark Twain said:
Dance like nobody’s watching,
Love like you’ve never been hurt
Sing like nobody’s listening
Live like it’s heaven on earth

Northcote: Once upon a time there was dynasty of Geo Gu Rye. There lived a pretty
princess and foolish man in the country. The princess was loved by her father, the king of the
nation. The king wished his daughter would marry a very clever man, but the princess fell in
love with a poor man named Ondal. However the king rejected their wedding. In his opinion
Ondal was not wise and smart. In spite of her father’s rejection, she married him.
After they got married the princess taught her husband lots of things, including letters, everyday. The more days passed the wiser he
became. At the end they lived happily.
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Avondale: New Zealand
Is a small country. It has four million people. Its Maori name is Aotearoa.
New Zealanders are called Kiwis. It is an Island country. It is between the
Pacific Ocean and the Tasman Sea. It is below Australia. It ha a North
Island and South Island. The capital city is Wellington.
There are five big cities: Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Rotorua and
Dunedin. These are very beautiful cities because the air is very clean, the
sky is blue and green grass grows on the ground.
In the North Island, there is big Lake Taupo. In the South Island, there is
the long Southern Alps. It is a tourist city. Every summer many people go
sightseeing there.
New Zealand people are very friendly, so I like New Zealand. I came to
New Zealand in 2007. now it is my second home country. I live in New
Zealand very happily.

A peek into a dictionary from Burma in Massey
The Volunteers really enjoyed repeat reading with a couple from Burma.

Reader
" I usually make some mistakes in reading English books and speaking
English with pronunciation.
However when I sit here and reading some books with a Volunteer I can
check and pronounce correctly."

Reader
"Through this reading program I come to realise how important correct
pronunciation is.
Now I can feel more confident in my speaking"
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Be the first to make efforts, if you wait for others then progress will be more difficult

Avondale: Words of encouragement from a Volunteer
I am enjoying the reading group. Their enthusiasm is amazing. It is a learning for both
Language Learning Reading and Reading Volunteer, so not only their reading improves but
the speaking of English gains more confidence.
I have been a home stay mother many times over and the students all say “no good English”
but once encouraged to write, read and speak everything becomes easier. So it is here with
you.
Good luck as you further your sessions. With your enthusiasm showing through each week,
there is no doubt that even as we age we can still go on learning!

National Anthem of Korea in Massey
'애국가'
동해물과 백두산이 마르고 닳도록, 하느님이 보우하사 우리 나라 만세.
무궁화 삼천리 화려강산 대한사람 대한으로 길이 보전하세.
Until Mt. Baekdu wears down and the east sea dries up,
God is watching over us so we will always be.
The hibiscus blooming brightly all over our land
All the people of Korea preserve forever more..
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I am happy I have a new life style in New Lynn
Before I came to New Zealand, my family bought a pare of sports shoes for me and sent me a photo that it is beautiful shoes with
white and red colour. A message attached ‘you would need sports shoes in New Zealand’. I don’t mind it because I never buy any
sports shoes for nearly 26 years. I like wear high-heeled shoes to go shopping, travel and something else which I enjoy very well.
When I came to New Zealand last March, I got out airplane by wearing high-heeled shoes. The next several days I walked in the
reserve, went shopping and visited friends by wearing high-heeled shoes, too. The fifth day my toes ached, so I had to wear sports
shoes then. Wow, how comfortable I am! I noticed that in my previous living country, people always use trains, buses and cars. We
can go to some places by bicycle for shopping and pick up children instead of by walking, because the land is quite flat. Especially
people like me who don’t like walking, so they often ride bicycle. In New Zealand the road is often uphill and downhill and crooked, for
example, Titirangi area has some roads zigzag and curved. If you ride bicycle it would be very dangerous. So, different environment
makes different life style. Now, I wear sports shoes every day to walk, to exercise and so on. Additionally walking is good for health. I
should say thanks to my family and I love sports shoes already.
I am happy I have a new life style.

我幸福 我有了新的生活方式
在我来纽西兰之前，我的家人给我寄了一张为我买的运动鞋的照片，那是一双红白相间的耐克品牌鞋， 并且还附上了几笔：
说是在纽西兰离不了运动鞋。我一点不在乎，因为在近26年中我没有买过穿过运动鞋。我喜欢穿高跟鞋，穿着高跟鞋去买东
西，去旅游，去一些地方。我过的很好。
去年三月我来到纽西兰，我穿着高跟鞋走出飞机，在以后的几天里，我穿着高跟鞋去了大草地，去购物，去拜访朋友，到第
五天，我的脚趾疼得让我不得不换上了运动鞋，哇，那是多么地舒服啊！
我注意到了，在我原来生活的国家，除了用火车，公共汽车，私家出以外，主要还是因为是平地，人们可以骑着自行车去购
物或者可以骑带孩子，来代替步行，像我这样不喜欢走路的人通常都是骑自行车的。
在纽西兰道路不平坦，时有上坡下坡，而且还弯弯曲曲。有的地方比如titirangi地区，好几条道路都是起伏不平且弯曲，如果
你骑自行车去买东西将是非常危险的。
现在，每天我都会穿上运动鞋，去走路，去锻炼，另外，走路也是为了健康。我非常感谢我的家人，我也已爱上了运动鞋。
所以，我幸福、我有了新的生活方式。
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Whether your journey in life is fortunate or unfortunate is greatly determined by the way you use words

A poignant story about words

The owner of this exquisitely painted fan had a very poignant story to tell:
This is an ordinary Chinese folding fan, but it means a lot to me.
My brother and I had been separated for 60 years because of the Chinese civil war.10 years ago I met him for the first time in China,
then I came back to Taiwan. He gave me this fan.
My brother is a calligrapher and painter. One side of the fan is his calligraphy. He is poetising and memorising the happiness and
sadness that we have been through together. On the other side is his painting of Quinzcheng Mountain where we had a great time as
well.

This fan is a treasure for me. When our mother died he went back to Taiwan
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We are proud to acknowledge with triple thanks the many cooperating working hands:1. Our Libraries: with their warm space, helpful staff and wonderful range of quality books. Special thanks for the Libraries Advisor –
Multicultural Services, Head Librarians and staff from top to bottom that enable our programme to run smoothly.
2. The Reading Volunteers: with their precious time and open spirit offering one-to-one intensive tutoring and care, opening their hearts
to learning about other cultures & Language Learning Readers: with their enthusiasm to embrace the English language and New
Zealand culture.
3. Our Funders: with their cooperation and generosity: including Community Organisation Grants Scheme (COGS); Lottery Grants Board
With the funds to print
•
•
•
•

The Kete-Community Journal we print every term
Manuals and workbooks for the Library, the Volunteer Readers and Language Learners
Training material for the Programme Deliverers, the Teams of Volunteers & the Kaiawhina that make the programme happen
All other printed supporting material that we produce and photocopy such as attendance sheets, read aloud sheets, training
documents, information sheets etc.

More funding allows us to set up a new library with name badges, cameras, audio equipment and library bag AND room rental where there
is no library space for us to work in.
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Culture Company Reading4U Incorporated (CCR4U)

CCR4U Kete-Community Journal
For four terms (of seven weeks) in a year, a small team of up to twenty adults come together for a few hours in a library to
repeat read aloud together. To celebrate this community the Culture Company Reading4U Incorporated offers the Volunteer
Readers and Language Learning Readers the opportunity to contribute to the CCR4U Kete-Community Journal which
through photos, reflections, recipes, comments and stories pass on in some small way the cultural learning and cultural
pleasure that takes place during this special term time. The Kete contributions are triggered at the beginning of each Session
by repeat reading aloud together one of the twelve themes. This Kete-Community Journal gives the participants of the 1,2,3
programme a platform to express their initiative, offer their opinion or leave a memento behind of their work. It also gives us
a resource to photocopy for repeat reading aloud as a group without infringing copyright law.
The Culture of CCR4U
Culture is a way of doing things.
Culture of working together
The Culture Company Reading4U Incorporated, CCR4U, facilitates inter-cultural communication by bringing a team together
to work on the project of repeat reading aloud one-on-one and in a group. 1. It's easy. 2. It's fun. 3. Read lots.
Culture of reading aloud
CCR4U brings cultures together through reading aloud. By combining computer literacy, communication - language literacy
and community literacy, CCR4U creates a culture that allows us to fill the CCR4U on-line Kete-Community Journal which
publishes the outcomes of working together. Reading aloud is one way to combine our traditional oral knowledge with
written words. When we bring cultures together, when we combine the written and the oral, the oral and the written, we can
recycle old stories and create new stories
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Culture of recycling books
CCR4U encourages a culture of treasuring books, especially the quality books collected by libraries. Libraries are a
wonderful way of recycling books which are like our cultural 'baskets'. Books are written by connoisseurs of language,
authors. The authors of books are like language teachers ready and waiting to be read. CCR4U promotes reading lots of
books to reinforce language learning.
Culture of recycling CCR4U Kete themes
The second of the CCR4U Kete-Community Journal themes we repeat read aloud together is "People from every walk of life
need to join hands and work on cleaning up the environment. We need to establish a society whose foundation recycling.."
CCR4U recycles words through repeat reading aloud. From its incorporation CCR4U recycles twelve Kete-Community
Journal Themes that encourage recycling words through language learning by cooperation. With so many languages in the
world moving from their place of origin the Kete themes encourage us to help each other as adults even though we are still
learning like children. Recycling library resources in this new way of the 1,2,3 Repeat Read Aloud Programme for Adults
supports literacy (communication literacy literacy, computer literacy, community literacy) even when we are limited by other
material restraints.
Culture of recycling Volunteer Readers
To read aloud CCR4U uses audio books but values the most the word spoken through a living person – Volunteer Readers!
To recycle Volunteers CCR4U has compiled three kete-folders to manage a Team of Volunteer Readers working with
Language Learning Readers.
1. A folder-kete of Library Manuals, published on-line, explain the way we repeat read aloud in different languages so
that the Language Learning Readers can "Think Like an Adult. Learn Like a Child".
2. A folder-kete Term Kit holds papers (1-10) which allow Language Learning Readers and Volunteer Readers to
organise a group for a term. The Term Kit gives the Team the flexibility to re-set up from the beginning each term,
taking up roles to suit the Team at that time for the time. Every term the Kit is new and every term the Team starts
afresh.
3. A folder-kete holds a selection of pages chosen and photocopied as suits the group from the CCR4U Kete
Community Journals so that the group can easily read aloud together and learn from other groups.

Let the true worth of everyone shine throughout the world
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Project Plan flow chart

CCR4U
Build a Team
A library
card

Term Kit

B2

Library
with books,
staff & space

1-10

B3
Readers & Volunteers
Sessions (1-12)
reading books & the
Kete aloud together

A1

CCR4U
Incorporated Society attracting
collaboration, Volunteers &
funding

Community literacy
Communitiation literacy

A6,10

Accessing resources

Building a Team

Cultural literacy
Computer literacy
Volunteers
Publish online Kete

C7

B4,9

C5

Team give to the next Kete
for photocopying to read
aloud as a group

C8

1,2,3 ABC Accessing & Building Community Repeat Read Aloud Programme for Adults
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About the language CCR4U uses when adults repeat read aloud together
We do not teach we read together (we learn from each other)
Adults repeat reading aloud together is essentially a community project. We can repeat read aloud even when we cannot speak the same
language! Repeating after someone can be easy. Reading aloud to someone is easy.
For this reason we are very careful about the language we use to describe what we do. For example we do not teach, we read. Because
the basic skills we use are repeating and reading /speaking we can open up our people resources to more people than what we could
provide if we were looking only for teachers.

Reading Volunteers and Language Learning Readers coming together to learn from each other
So you can see that the 1,2,3 Programme brings Reading Volunteers and Language Learning Readers together, we do not call them
teachers and students because we are all learning about each other and our cultures in this shared reading process.
Learning is a dynamic vibrant activity. To keep learning as adults is like prolonging our time as children when learning was fun and
effortless. As children we may have played by ourselves but more often than not we came together to play. Coming together in our
differences is unpredictable and exciting. When we repeat read aloud together the Reading Volunteers enjoy learning about people from
another culture just as much as the Language Learning Readers like reading the books.

By working together we can ABC: Access and Build Community, 1,2,3:have fun, be relaxed & learn lots
Through books, through library we can access and build community. CCR4U promote community, sustainable communities.
Sustainability is about setting up a continuous process of growth and learning. Sustainability means something that we can continue
doing at no extra cost. Sustainability means for us being able to use the resources we already have in a more productive way. By bringing
people together to share reading we can make better use of our library resources. By bringing people into the community through the
library we can build our community even when we are strangers. Through repeat reading aloud together in the structured way we
promote, people can come together in a constructive way to come to understand each other and build better community relationships.

